The End and the Future of
Theater

The first obituary of the theater was written in the 1920s
when the talkies ushered in a new era of entertainment. But
not only did the theater survive the competition from cinema,
the Broadway Book Musicals became a billion-dollar industry
around the time. The first real blow to small regional and
off-off-Broadway theater came from the television in the 1960s
when a television set became a household item. But that did
not stop Tennessee Williams and Arthur Miller from writing
great plays. They forced the audience to return to the
theaters. Harold Pinter, Beckett, Albee, and more recently
Mamet created scintillating works for the stage despite the
competition from the cinema and the television industry. The
competition challenged theater to become more daring and
intelligent.

Folk Theatre of India:
Yakshagana

Yakshagana is a traditional folk art developed in the western
parts of Chikmagalur districts in Karnataka and Kasaragod
district in Kerala. Yakshagana comprises music, dance,
theatre, costumes, and makeup with a blend of unique style and
forms.[] It is said to have evolved from pre-classical music
forms and theatrical arts during the Bhakti movement.
Yakshgana is referred to as ‘Thenku thittu’ towards the south
from Dakshina Kannada to Kasaragod in Tamil Nadu, whereas it
is referred to as ‘Badaga Thittu’ north of Udupi.[]
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Sri Idagunji Mahaganapati
Yakshgana Mandali, Keremane,
Karnataka

This Mandali is a non-profit NGO, and the performing unit of
our organization has toured extensively in India and abroad
i.e. USA, England, Spain, Bahrain, France, China etc. Many
awards and recognitions have been conferred to the Mandali
from all over the world, the prestigious ‘Raja Mansingh Tomar
Award’ conferred by MP Govt. being the most recent i.e. last
year.
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