BCCI in the hunt for Team
India Cricket Coach

By Sunil Sarpal

Coaching Team India is an onerous task for BCCI. The tenure
of Rahul Dravid, Team India Coach, is coming to an end. BCCI
is looking for his replacement. In the past, some notable
contributions as Team India Coach have come from Gary Kirsten,
John Wright, and Ravi Shastri. The most successful coaching
stint was from Gary Kirsten. But for his family commitments,
he left Team India even though both BCCI and Indian side did
not want to part company. John Wright was also a success
story so was Ravi Shastri. The credentials of a coach should
have man-management skills and recognizing zinks in players
and finding solutions to it.
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At the moment, India has in its ranks the world class Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli. Both of them are at the twilight of
their illustrious careers. Coaching such stalwarts is a
difficult task for a coach.

When Anil Kumble was entrusted with the task of coaching Team
India, he had differences with Virat Kohli. This resulted in
Kumble’s withdrawal from the coaching job. There came a phase
in India Cricket when Greg Chappel was appointed as India
Coach. During his tenure, Team India’s performance nose-dived
because he had differences with the then India Captain Saurav
Ganguly. BCCI had to remove Greg Chappel to save the team
from the ignominy of dismissal performance.

BCCI therefore has to keep all pros and cons in mind for this
appointment.

The names that are making round for this job are Tom Moody
and VVS Laxman. Tom Moody carries advantage over Laxman
because of his previous coaching stint.

First and foremost, BCCI has to ensure that Team India’s
harmony and unity is not affected with the arrival of a new
incumbent for this job. Will the new incumbent prove to be a
worthy successor of Rahul Dravid? Because Team India 1is
blended with both youth and experienced players. Indian Team
is rich with both pace and spin. India has the batters who
can shine in any situation and condition.

BCCI has to ensure that the coach will take the team forward
and not indulge in any ego-related problem. The coach should
be competent enough to understand the requirements of both
experienced pro and new and budding cricketers.



Legendary Australian fast-
bowler Brett Lee makes a
prediction about an Indian
player

by Sunil Sarpal
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Brett Lee: Yep! He’'s the one, SKY!
Legendary Australia fast-bowler Brett Lee believes an Indian

in-form batsman will someday be a major factor in winning a
World Cup for the Indian team. 2022 has been a year in which,
through his 360-degree play and astonishing shots, became the
toast of T20I cricket.

He is currently the highest run-getter in T20Is this year with
1,164 runs in 31 matches, averaging 46.56 and at a strike-rate
of 187.43. He also lit up the Men’s T20 World Cup in
Australia, the first time he’s played competitive cricket in
the country. Surya Kumar Yadav amassed 239 runs in six innings
at a strike rate of 189.68, often changing the tempo of the
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innings for India.

Surya Kumar Yadav: Where SKY is the limit

“SKY was one of the highlights for me at the T20 World Cup. He
continues to bat with the same attitude. Not only will he
score big runs but he will also someday win a World Cup for
Team India. I love watching him play. My advice to SKY would
be no advice. Keep doing what you are doing, don’t change,
don’t complicate things, back yourself,” said Lee on his
YouTube channel.

Just after T20 World Cup, Suryakumar enthralled cricket fans
yet again when he smashed 111 not out off 51 balls against New
Zealand at Bay Oval in Mount Maunganui. In that match, the
rest of the visitors’ batters made 69 runs off as many balls
and Suryakumar’s knock was called by Virat Kohli on Twitter as
a “video game innings.”

“India did not win the T20 World Cup but the SKY rose. Of
course, I am talking about Surya Kumar Yadav. He is the new
global T20 superstar. What a sensational 12-15 months he has
had on the big stage.”

“He has shown here on Australian grassy wickets where the ball



skids through. His fearlessness and his shot selection are
like that of a chess grandmaster. His execution is awe-
inspiring and the smile on his face when he played it, 1is
priceless,” added an impressed Lee.

On Yadav'’s technique of playing shots which has made him stand
out from other players, Lee stated that his basics of the game
are sorted and wants Rahul Dravid and Rohit Sharma to let him
shine in the coming years for India.

“I like the way he executes the impossible shots because his
basics are in place. He doesn’t go out there and just tries to
hit the ball that isn’t there to hit. He has a wonderful
technique and he is definitely a player for the future.”

“You can trust Rahul Dravid and Rohit Sharma to just let him
be the person he needs to be. SKY would rise and this could
lead to many more peaks for India in years to come.”

Last day for receiving
applications for a new
Cricket Selection Committee

By Sunil Sarpal

After the ignominious exit from ICC T-20 tournament at the
hands of England, Indian Cricket Team'’s prestige was at stake.
In order to save it'’s face, BCCI had no other option but to
sack the Selection Committee, led by Chetan Sharma. Even the
BCCI President Saurav Ganguly was earlier shown the exit door.

The new BCCI President is Roger Binny, a former cricketer. And
the process of forming the new Selection Committee has been


https://stagebuzz.in/2022/11/28/last-day-for-receiving-applications-for-a-new-cricket-selection-committee/
https://stagebuzz.in/2022/11/28/last-day-for-receiving-applications-for-a-new-cricket-selection-committee/
https://stagebuzz.in/2022/11/28/last-day-for-receiving-applications-for-a-new-cricket-selection-committee/

under-way. It has become a norm in India that whenever Indian
Team is defeated in a big tournament, changes and chopping of
heads takes place.

The deadline to submit applications for the post of new
selectors ends today, november 28th. According to
InsideSports, BCCI is reported to have already received over
80 applications for vacancy of five selectors. The board will
scrutinise the applications and will make announcement of the
new selection committee in December 2022.

It is speculated that, some of the new faces such as, Shubham
Gill, Prithvi Shah, Sanju Samson and Hooda may get the nod. In
the bowling department too the return of Jasprit Bumrah will
boost the already formidable bowling attack.

Ravi Shastri down the memory lane
If we talk about going down the memory lane, when Ravi Shastri
was removed from the position of a Director, Team India, after



his 2- term tenure, the team was performing very well except
for out of form Virat Kohli. Ravi possesses the right
ingredients and knowledge, about how to deal with the boys,
which is a rare quality to lift the spirit of the game.
Therefore, there are voices demanding for his return as
Director, Team India. Whereas, Rahul Dravid’s tenure as Coach
has not brought the positive results because coaching Team
India is a different ball game. Whereas, Ravi’s invaluable
inputs to India captain, time to time intervention in matter
of significance and foresight were some of the qualities
rarely found in a person.
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Rahul Dravid and MS Dhoni
With the induction of Roger Binny as new BCCI President, it is

reported that his first call was to include MS Dhoni as Head
Coach or Director, Team India T20. MS Dhoni is immensely




talented, cool as a cucumber and his skills for man-management
are extra-ordinary. It is hoped that MS Dhoni, if appointed,
as Director, in coordination with Rahul Dravid as coach will
do the best for the team, which takes Team India forward.

Time is ripe to include new legs because the demand of the
game is to be fast and ferocious. Surya Kumar Yadav has proved
time and again that the shorter version of the game’s demand
is 360 degree. It is therefore absolutely necessary on the
part of New Selection Committee to re-build the side and to
not go by past reputation of the players.



