6th Pune International Film
Festival 1inaugurated 1in a
glittering ceremony

5 1t is that time of the year again which is much awaited by
lovers of cinema. The Sixth Pune International Film Festival
(PIFF 2008) was inaugurated on Thursday, 10th January at the
hands of Sharmila Tagore, Suresh Kalmadi and Nana Patekar in
a grand ceremony organized at Ganesh Kala Krida Manch. This
week long festival which kicked off from 10th of January will
end on 17th January, treating film buffs to an exclusive
collection of national and international movies.

Rajlakshmi Bhosale (Mayor of Pune), Antino Gogala (Councilor
of Republic of Slovenia in India), Daniel Johar Zonshine
(Council General of Israel), Pravinsinh Pardeshi (Pune
Municipal Commissioner) graced the occasion. The international
jury and guests were also present for the ceremony. Apart from
this, some of the renowned Bollywood stars like Nana Patekar,
Ameesha Patel, Amruta Khanvilkar (Sade — Made Teen Fame),
Zeenat Amman were also present.

The inauguration ceremony of the festival began with the
lighting of the lamp by the guest of honors and “A Naandi”
which was followed by dance medley on famous songs

Introducing PIFF at the inauguration, Suresh Kalmadi chairman
of PIFF 2008 said, “Pune is the cultural and sports capital of
the nation, and is home to several famous institutions like
FTII, Prabhat Studio and National Film Archives. This event
offers a perfect platform to showcase a group of extremely
talented film makers from the international arena to Pune.
Around 145 movies were selected from across 43 countries for
this year’'s film festival.” Further he said, “The much awaited
Commonwealth Youth Games, 2008 is the next step forward in
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placing Pune on the international map of sporting arena. This
year Pune is the proud host of the 3rd Commonwealth Youth
Games which is being held in Asia for the first time, where
nearly 71 countries will be participating.

This year’s Lifetime Achievement Awards were conferred upon
eminent actors, Shammi Kapoor and Sharmila Tagore to
acknowledge their invaluable contribution to Indian cinema.
Later an audiovisual on their career was screened which
effortlessly took the audiences to the golden era of Indian
film history. Nana Patekar stole the show with his sense of
humour. He said,” I am very happy to be here today on stage
with eminent actors like Shammi Kapoor, Sharmila Tagore and
Zeenat Amman and I respect them for all the hardwork they have
done to achieve this success.”
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