The End and the Future of
Theater

The first obituary of the theater was written in the 1920s
when the talkies ushered in a new era of entertainment. But
not only did the theater survive the competition from cinema,
the Broadway Book Musicals became a billion-dollar industry
around the time. The first real blow to small regional and
off-off-Broadway theater came from the television in the 1960s
when a television set became a household item. But that did
not stop Tennessee Williams and Arthur Miller from writing
great plays. They forced the audience to return to the
theaters. Harold Pinter, Beckett, Albee, and more recently
Mamet created scintillating works for the stage despite the
competition from the cinema and the television industry. The
competition challenged theater to become more daring and
intelligent.

Folk Theatre of India:
Nautankil

Nautanki is one of South Asia’s most famous folk theatre
performances, especially in northern India. Nautanki was the
most significant source of entertainment in most of the cities
and villages in north India.[J] Nautanki’s rich musical
compositions and humorous storylines hold a strong influence
over rural people’s imagination. Nautanki, also known as
svang, originated in the late 19th century in Uttar Pradesh
and steadily gained popularity.[] Nautanki’s origins lie in the
Saangit, Bhagat, and Swang musical theatre traditions of
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Northern India. One Saangit called Saangit Rani Nautanki Ka
became so popular that the whole genre’s name became
Nautanki.[]



