Indian Perspective and
Challenges 1in Modern Theater
Writing: Seminar held at Kala
Sankul

29 September, New Delhi — In order to promote art and
literature, the monthly theatre seminar organised by Sanskar
Bharti, Delhi was organised at ‘Kala Sankul’. The main theme
of this seminar was ‘Indian perspective and challenges 1in
modern theatre writing’. Director of National School of Drama
(NSD) Chittaranjan Tripathi and senior theatre critic Anil
Goyal were present as keynote speakers.

In his speech, Chittaranjan Tripathi expressed deep concern
over the current state of Indian theatre institutions and
writing. He said that in today’s time there is a huge shortage
of writing material, which does not present the society and
Indian perspective in the right way. He stressed that the
study of Indian epics like Mahabharata is very important to
understand the art, culture and history of India. According to
Tripathi, today’s youth is interested in theatre, but it is
very important to write keeping Indianness at the centre.
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He also discussed the tradition of folk theatre and said,
“When we understand the folk, we will be able to make theatre
better too.” Explaining the importance of folk theatre, he
said that it is a genre that is born and survives among the
common people, which develops by keeping their life and
behaviour at the centre.

Drama critic Anil Goyal also expressed his views on the Indian
theatre tradition and criticised the wrong portrayal of
history by some theatre writers of the past decades. He
described the lack of young theatre writers as the biggest
challenge of the present times. Goyal said, “The theatre world
has always felt the lack of good writers. The film world may
have got better writers, but this lack can be clearly seen in
the theatre field.”

It was also discussed in the seminar that in the desire for
political correctness, difficult and complex issues did not
find a place in plays. Referring to the writings based on the
wars of 1962 and 1971, he said that films were made on these
historical events, but effective plays were not written.

The program was inaugurated by National Organization Minister
of Sanskar Bharati Abhijit Gokhale, Director of National
School of Drama (NSD) Chittaranjan Tripathi, Senior Critic
Anil Goyal, Kuldeep Sharma. Ashok Tiwari, Digvijay Singh,
Registrar of NSD P.K. Mohanty and Deputy Registrar 0.P. Sagar
were present.

The presence of many Senior Theatre Director’s like Mr.
Ramdayal Sharma, Avtar Sahni, J.P. Singh, Rohit Tripathi,
Chandrakanta Tripathi, Shyam Kumar, Raj Upadhyay, Bhupesh
Joshi and Vashisht Upadhyay made the program special. The
successful organization of the program was a proof of the
dedication of all the members of Sanskar Bharati.

This seminar proved to be an important platform for Indian
theatre, where serious discussions were held on the current



challenges of playwriting from the Indian perspective.
Emphasizing the relevance of epics like Mahabharata, Tripathi
told the need for playwrights to focus on Indian context. Anil
Goyal, on the other hand, openly expressed his concerns on the
lack of young writers and absence of serious subjects.

Overall, this symposium provides a great opportunity to
rethink about the direction and challenges of writing in
Indian theatre, which can provide inspiration and direction to
upcoming writers.

Curtain goes up on National
School of Drama’s 21st Bharat
Rang Mahotsav

The annual theatre festival, that will open with veteran
actor-director Amol Palekar’s KUSUR, will showcase a mix of
Indian and international plays

New Delhi, February 1: The 21°" edition of the Bharat Rang
Mahotsav (BRM) — the annual theatre festival organised by the
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National School of Drama (NSD) is all set to bring an
assortment of plays, interactive sessions, and other cultural
events to cheer up winter afternoons of theatre enthusiasts in
the Capital.

The inaugural function for BRM 2020 kick started at the Kamani
auditorium with Panchvadyam — a South Indian devotional music.
The dignitaries present on the occasion included Chief Guest
Prof. Vidushi Rita Ganguly, eminent theatre artist and
vocalist, Guest of Honour Dr. Mohan Agashe, renowned theatre
and film personality and Special Guest Ms. Nirupama
Kotru, IRS, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Govt. of
India among others. The function was presided over by Dr.
Arjun Deo Charan, Acting Chairman, NSD Society.

Prof. Suresh Sharma, Director In-charge, National School of
Drama, welcomed the guest at the inaugural function and
appreciated all the participants from National & International
theatre fraternity who came all across. Also, he specially
expressed his gratitude to the Actor Amol Palekar who came &
graced the occasion by presenting his play at the inauguration
ceremony. He also said through the years, Bharat Rang Mahotsav
has presented some masterpieces from the world of theatre. The
idea is to reach out to a much wider set of audiences with
works from post-modern and regional theatre. We hope to
highlight the importance of theatre and plays and promote the
culture of appreciating various forms of performing arts.

Chief Guest Prof. Vidushi Rita Ganguly, present at the event
said “Eventual expression of human race is theatre, I give
credit to all these honours that I receive to Ebrahim Alkazi.
NSD treats everyone equally and in theatre everyone has their
own place.”

Guest of Honour Dr. Mohan Agashe, renowned theatre and film
personality who was present at the event said “theatre
occupies the highest place in art forms. I am really elated to
see that year after year NSD is giving this living art a



stage.”

Present at the event the Special Guest Ms. Nirupama
Kotru, IRS, Joint Secretary, and Ministry of Culture, Govt. of
India Said “NSD is one of the nine gems that we have in our
country. We should encourage more participation and
spectatorship of theatre.”

Echoing his thoughts, Dr. Arjun Deo Charan, Acting Chairman,
NSD Society said, “Theatre brings meaning to people and the
position of an actor is held highly in theatre of our country.
An actor should be mindful of their own emotions and the
emotions of their character and this understanding 1if
conceived can help anyone and everyone.”

Like each year, this year too, BRM promises a diverse
experience featuring a host of plays depicting various shades
of emotions along with masterclasses by stalwarts from the
theatre fraternity. The festival will stage 91 plays that
include a combination of post-modern and regional theatre by
Indian and international thespians. It will open with veteran
theatre and film personality Amol Palekar’s crime-
drama Kusur — The Mistake that revolves around the life of
retired Assistant Police Commissioner Dandavate, whose life
changes overnight when he volunteers to serve at the police
control room. Besides, the festival will also showcase a mix
of romance, suspense, comedy and music along with
international plays, interactive sessions and allied events.

N.S.D. Diploma Production,
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New Delhi

This play is being presented as a part of National School of
Drama’s graduate showcase (class of 2018), which aims to
provide a platform for emerging theatre practitioners,
allowing them to share their work with a wider audience.

NSD Sikkim Repertory, Gangtok

Sikkim Theatre Training Centre is the first centre of the
National School of Drama outside Delhi established in the year
2011. Situated in the 1lush green picturesque valley of
Gangtok, the centre offers a year-long extensive training 1in
theatre. In 2012, the centre started its Repertory Company in
which students from the previous year’s training program are
selected as artists.

Ab Aur Nahi

The Play

Ab aur Nahi has been inspired by Shakespeare’s Romeo and
Juliet. The play begins with a fight between Wi-fi and Hi-fi
gangs. They are always fighting for their 1land, their
existence and their identity with each other. Finally, Blue
Ray explains to both the gangs that what they have been doing
all these years is futile. The gangs realize that fights,
hatred, ego is all meaningless and worthless. At last, in this
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play, Time unites everyone.
Director’s Note

In the 21st century, which celebrates Globalization, people
have been given the choice to live in a boundary-less world.
Yet they are divided by insignificant aspects of religion,
culture and community. The futile argument over the
superiority of a certain community or caste over the other,
has led to a huge setback on the overall development of the
nations and humans. It has been the most detrimental to the
youth of this world. The youth is equipped with a lot of
potential to achieve greater goals, but is held back due to
the myopic mind-set and cultural barriers instilled since
childhood. It is hoped that it would eventually realise the
impediments caused by these petty issues, and approach it in a
more radical manner to achieve higher goals.

The Director

An Alumnus of National School of Drama, Bipin Kumar has
directed approximately 35 plays in various Indian languages
with theatre groups & corporate sectors in India. His teaching
experience spans almost 10 years. He has conducted several
theatre workshops in different states of India, organised by
National School of Drama, Sangeet Natak Academy & Kshitij
Theatre Group, Delhi, in collaboration with Ministry of
Culture, Govt. of India. He has received the Jharkhand State
Award for Acting in the year 2016, and was felicitated by
Sikkim Kalakar Sang in the year 2017. He was also conferred
the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for Direction in 2018. Bipin
formed Kshitij Theatre Group, Delhi and has been associated
with it since 1978. He is also the founder member of Yuva Rang
Manch, Ranchi, Jharkhand since 1981. Currently, he is working
as the Camp Director at the Sikkim Theatre Training Centre,
National School of Drama, Gangtok, Sikkim.

The Group



Sikkim Theatre Training Centre is the first centre of the
National School of Drama outside Delhi. Situated in the lush
green picturesque valley of Gangtok, the centre offers one
—year of extensive training in theatre. The first phase of the
course 1is devoted to training and grooming of the
participants. The second phase focuses on technical training,
Set design, Lighting, Make-up and other aspects of theatre. In
the third phase, the participants experience a series of
professional tours in and around Sikkim and other places of
India.

Cast & Credits

Orkut Lapchen Lepcha
Hacker Bikram Lepcha
Format Hasta Chettri
Blue Ray Ranjana Manger
Tila Rupa Sapkota/Chandrika
Julie P P /

Chettri

Search Engine

Nitlesh Chhetri

Torrent Prem Kumar Pradhan
Dongle Uttam Gurung
LCD Tashi Lepcha
Floppy Birbal Subba
Xender Buddhiman Rail
Instagram Anil Kumar Manger
Pintrest Satyam Gurung
Linkdin Suman Rai




Bhuwan Sharma, Anjal Bora,
Swapan Das, Jyoti Prasad

Samay Rabha, Rituraj
Sarma, Deepjyoti Kalita, Ripam
Bhardwaj
Chandrika Chettri, Prathana
Chettri, Pabitra Kumari
Mannequin Gautam, Sonia

Bhardwaj, Balsrame A. Sagma,
Indira Devi

Aerial Dancers

Prathana Chettri, Chandrika
Chettri, Tashi
Lepcha, Buddhiman Rai, Prem
Kumar Pradhan, Satyam Gurung

Costume Design

Dipankar Paul

Assistant

Anil Kr. Manger

Light re-design

Himanshu B. Joshi

Assistant

Chakra Bdr. Chettri

Lyrics

Kajol Ghosh

Background Music

Nilotpal Bora

Music Operator

Umesh Thapa

Assistant Uttam Gurung
_ Uttam Gurung, Birbal Subba,
Singers : . o
Remanti Rai, Nikita Century
Set Design Dipankar Paul
, Chakra Bdr. Chettri, Nitlesh
Assistant

Chhetri, Tashi Lepcha

Set (Art Work)

Dhiraj Pradhan

Poster & Brochure Design

Sisir Thapa

Nepali Translation

Hasta Chettri




Script (editing & rewriting) Hasta Chettri, Bikram Lepcha

Gyurmila Bhutia, Dorjee Ghumpu
Translation English y ] P

Bhutia.
Props Making Jeewan Limboo
Assistant Prem Kumér Pradhan, Buddhiman
Rai, Satyam Gurung
Choreography Kishore Sharma
Assistant Chandrika Chettri
Aerial Deb Kumar Paul
Make-up Sanjoy Samanta
Assistant Ranjana Manger, Hasta Chettri
Assistant Director Pabitra Kumari Gautam
Writer Asif Ali Haider Khan
Concept & Direction Bipin Kumar

Theatre — The Way Forward : A
discussion between Prof.
Waman Kendre (NSD) and Prof.
Manohar Khushalani
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17th Bharat Rang Mahotsav — A
Report

*NAHOTSAU ¥

fHTEHHﬂTIUHﬂL THEATRE FESTIVAL OF INDIA

Bharat Rang Mahotsav was established a decade ago by the
National School of Drama to stimulate the growth and
development of theatre across the country. Originally a
national festival showcasing the work of the most creative
theatre workers in India, it has evolved to international
scope, hosting theatre companies from around the world, and is
now the largest theatre festival of Asia. The 17th Mahotsav
included several national and international performances, and
various associated events in a wrap-around program.

Click here for the list of plays.
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