Kala Sankul’s Seminar Unites
India’s Diverse Folk
Traditions

A monthly art seminar was organized on 27 October 2024 at the
‘Kala Sankul’ of Sanskar Bharti, Delhi, in which a unique
confluence of India’'s cultural diversity and unity was seen.
Padmashree Ramdayal Sharma ji, who is a reputed Nautanki
artist and guru, was present as a special guest in this

program.

The program started with the lighting of the lamp where
Sanskar Bharti’'s Rashtriya Sangathan Mantri Abhijeet Gokhale,
Ashok Tiwari, Digvijay Singh, Padmashree Ramdayal Sharma,
Shyam Kumar, Raj Upadhyay, Deputy Registrar 0.P. Sagar, Shruti
Sinha were present.

The program started with captivating presentations of various
folk dances, in which Manya Narang, Divya Kumari, Lavanya
Sinha, Avya Tiwari and Katha Vachika Ruhi Jaiswal, under the
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leadership of Ms. Sneha Mukherjee, presented the folk dances
of Rajasthan and Haryana in a very lively form. After this,
Ms. Prabha Dubey’s group Rashmi Singh, Pooja Tripathi,
Vaishnavi, Akshit Pratap Singh, Durga Bashakh, Jyoti Sharma,
Gargi Savaria, Nitya Bansal, Bhavya Bansal and Megha Jain
mesmerized the audience by presenting a unique amalgamation of
Garba, Dandiya and Bengal'’s Dhunuchi dance.

Padma Shri Ramdayal Sharma Ji in his speech highlighted the
antiquity of Nautanki and its Indianness. He told that
Nautanki is basically an expression of religious and Indian
consciousness, and maintaining 1its purity is the need of the
hour. Initially, Nautanki art was known as Swang and Bhagat.

In earlier times, there was no stage art without Indian
consciousness. If the sufferings faced by King Harishchandra
for the truth are shown through art, then the new generation
will have Indian consciousness.

The program was conducted by Garima Rani Ji, while the vote of
thanks was presented by Shruti Sinha Ji. This seminar emerged
as a symbol of Indian culture, folk art and national unity, in
which art teachers, researchers and art lovers participated in
large numbers. Raj Upadhyay, Shyam Kumar, Pradeep Pathak,
Raman Kumar, Aanchal Kumari, Tarushi, Anjali Kumari, Sakshi
Sharma, Saurabh Kumar, Harshit Kumar, Raman Kumar, Brajesh
Vishwakarma, Satyam Kumar along with the manager of the Kala
Sankul Digvijay Pandey, Mrityunjay Kumar, Sushant contributed
to making the program successful.

Folk Dances of India: Jhora

Jhora folk dance is native to the states of Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand where it is celebrated with all pomp and show
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during the springtime celebrations by the locals. Jhora folk
dance finds its root in the Kumaon region of Uttarakhand,
historically known as Uttaranchal.

The End and the Future of
Theater

The first obituary of the theater was written in the 1920s
when the talkies ushered in a new era of entertainment. But
not only did the theater survive the competition from cinema,
the Broadway Book Musicals became a billion-dollar industry
around the time. The first real blow to small regional and
off-off-Broadway theater came from the television in the 1960s
when a television set became a household item. But that did
not stop Tennessee Williams and Arthur Miller from writing
great plays. They forced the audience to return to the
theaters. Harold Pinter, Beckett, Albee, and more recently
Mamet created scintillating works for the stage despite the
competition from the cinema and the television industry. The
competition challenged theater to become more daring and
intelligent.

Folk Dances of India: Ghoomar

Rajasthan 1is well famous for its vibrant traditions,
enthusiastic dance forms and elegant culture. Ghoomar is just
another spectacle of this diversity and culture that started
with the Bhil tribe to worship Goddess Sarasvati and is now
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embraced by other Rajasthani communities. Typically performed
by women, Ghoomar gained popularity during the reign of
Rajputanas, who ruled Jaipur after defeating the Bhils. It
showcases the rich culture of Rajasthan through aesthetically
pleasing movement and traditional attire. Tourism in Rajasthan
has boosted due to the peculiarities of regions, their manner
of dressing, traditions, and folk dances. Ghoomar was a tribal
dance that graduated to a folk routine that has now assumed
international proportions thanks to a vibrant culture and its
recognition as a pride of India.

Folk Dances of India: Raas
Leela

Raas Leela, commonly referred to as Krishna dance, is a folk
dance form that predates ancient history and is part of the
traditional stories of Krishna in which he dances with his
lover, Radha. Raas means aesthetics, and Leela means to act or
play, which translates to “play of aesthetics”.

Folk Dances of India:
Mohiniyattam

One of India’s famous classical dances that represent the
historical enchantress avatar of the Hindu god Vishnu was
developed in Kerala called Mohiniyattam. The Mohini myth forms
the heart of every Mohiniyattam performance as it stands for
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good prevailing over evil. It utilizes the sign language
(mudra) to expressing emotions through a musical performance
wherein the performer identifies herself with the character
and resonates her sentiments.

Folk Dances of India:
Kathakali

Kathakali is a major classical dance form from Ancient India.
It is a “story play” of art that includes elaborate, colourful
makeup, beautiful mesmerizing costumes and face masks
traditionally performed by male dancers. It is a Hindu folk
dance performed in the Malayalam speaking southwest region of
Kerala. Kathakali combines drama, dance, music, storytelling,
costumes, makeup and devotion into a divided experience. It
brings humanity into Hinduism and expresses emotions beyond
words.

Folk Dances of India:
Garhwalil

Folk music, dance and theatre represent the traditions and
cultural richness of an area. It sheds light on rural life,
which is closely associated with inherent customs. Uttrakhand
has a vibrant culture, and the diverse, authentic folk dance
forms reflect the same. Folklore of Uttarakhand represent the
love, passion, agony, sacrifice, misery, and compassion of
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these locals and help us relate to them to share their
feelings.

Folk Dances of India:
Kuchipudi

Kuchipudi is one of the major Indian classical dance folk
forms performed in India. It derives its name from its village
of origin, Kuchelapuram and is one of the favourite dance
forms of Lord Krishna.[] Kuchipudi is known for its fast
rhythms and fluid movements, creating a blend of delicacy and
strength. Kuchipudi has for sure occupied a special place
among other Indian classical dance forms by being a country-
wide celebrated dance folk form and is recognized worldwide in
many international traditional festivals.
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