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The Play

Encryption is based on William Shakespeare’s Hamlet. It is an
attempt to weave a parallel narrative which represents the
present day. At the centre of this narrative is a person who
is troubled by the ever increasing absurdity and
contradictions of the society. Indecisive —‘To be or not to
be’ (Hamlet) and the inference of a person from the present
time, in varying situations are juxtaposed; do they match?
Duration of the events in this play is one day. Two coffin
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makers/gravediggers are making another coffin. Along with the
narrative of Hamlet, a coffin is being constructed. The coffin
which is being constructed is waiting for a corpse. Completion
of the coffin, hence awaiting death, is the circle that brings
an end to the performance.

Director’s Note

My association with the characters of the play Hamlet goes
back to my initial days in theatre. The conflict, not being
able to decide, and drifting between being and non-being
becomes the destiny of Hamlet. Even today, I observe similar
situations around me. By introducing the character, I intend
to address the links of such situations. As a student of
Theatre Technique and Design I started to work with fellow
performers, and our explorations began with sources from
space, scale, texture and colour. During this process,
performers experimented various ways of expressing, which in
turn developed into a body of performers and designers,
working in tandem. Along with this, through installations, we
tried to explore sexuality, sense of loss etc.

The Director

Susheel belongs to Satna, Madhya Pradesh. As a member of Rang
Vidushak, he participated in various national and
international theatre festivals. He did a one-year certificate
course from National School of Drama, Sikkim Theatre Training
Centre. He has worked as a guest artist/designer/visiting
faculty at Madhya Pradesh School of Drama, where he has
conducted stage-craft classes. He has designed sets for plays
directed by NSD Direction Students and Santanu Bose. Susheel
has designed property and head-gears for the play Skandgupt
directed by Alok Chatterjee. He has directed Pagla Ghoda,
Bhasa’s Urubhangam and Panchhi Aise Aate Hain.

Dramaturgy

Vishala Ramachandra Mahale, graduated from NSD in 2014 with
specialization in Theatre Techniques and Design. He has
written many plays including [JInquilaab Zindaabad, Pratiksha,



MKD, Nidaan, Dot Dash Dream Delusion, Inertia.303, 01:12:58 (A
play based on Lakshman Purbathe Massacre), Incision 66M, Mad
Man's Diary (based on a story by Lu Xun), Jehanara (A play
based on a Novel by Lyane Guillaume) to name a few. He has
translated and developed performance texts Roti (based on a
Kannada story by P. Lankesh),[] Tarr Aaya/Tarr Arrives (based
on a Kannada story by Devanuru Mahadeva); adapted Dr. Faustus,
Titus Andronicus, Peer Gynt, A Vacant Lot (based on a play by
Ota Shogo), Hamlet Machine (based on Heiner Muller’s play), A
Doll’s House Story, [OInfinite (based on Proof by David
Auburn). He has co-scripted short films February 29, Yeduretu;
feature length films Spaces for Rent.. and Kaggantu in Kannada.
Currently Vishala 1is working as a freelance designer,
playwright, dramaturge, and director.
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