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The Play

Tughlaq explores the series of events that led to the downfall
of one of the most fascinating kings of Delhi, Mohammed-bin-
Tughlaq. The protagonist, known for his reformist, ahead-of-
times ideas had a grand vision, but his reign was an abject
failure. He started his rule with great ideals of unifying
India, but in twenty years his reign had degenerated into
anarchy and his kingdom had become a ‘kitchen of death’.

The vision of Tughlag to unify India and keep religion out of
politics cost him dearly.

Director’s Note

Muhammad bin Tughlag wanted to build a secular state, moving
his capital from Delhi to Daulatabad, a Hindu-majority city.
His ideas about the economy were new but he turned into a
whimsical tyrant who couldn’t control the kingdom any more.
The life of the people is governed and corrupted by the
interaction of the saints and the politicians. Tughlaq, who
pretends to be a true follower of religion, commits countless
murders to retain his monarchy. The play 1is eerily
contemporary with thirteen scenes woven around the life and
times of Muhammad bin Tughlaq, the 14th century sultan of
Delhi, and an authoritarian but idealistic king who
disintegrates into failure in a span of twenty years. Tughlaq
is noted for its symbols like prayer, sleep, game of chess and
the rose which are used to heighten the effect of the play.
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The Director

Bharti Sharma is a National School of Drama graduate and has
been doing theatre in Delhi for last 38 years. She has acted
in over fifty plays and has directed more than 35 plays. She
has been awarded the Senior Fellowship by the Ministry of
Culture, Govt. of India. She has directed and co-produced a
comedy serial for Doordarshan, directed documentaries made by
Kshitij for Dept. Of Culture, Govt. of India, and has directed
short-films and educational films for Deepaliya Plan Project
(a social organization). She has acted in tele-films and a few
episodes of the popular TV serial Bhanwar.

The Playwright

Girish Raghunath Karnad was an Indian actor, film director,
Kannada writer. He 1is the recipient of Jnanpith Award for
Kannada, the highest literary honour conferred in India. He
was also active in the world of Indian cinema working as an
actor, director, and screenwriter, earning numerous awards
along the way. He was conferred Padma Shri and Padma Bhushan
by the government of India.

The Group

Kshitij theatre group was established in 1987 by a few
graduates of National School of Drama, headed by NSD alumna
Bharti Sharma, with the aim of promoting Indian art and
culture through theatre. Apart from producing plays it has
also been organizing theatre workshops in remote areas of the
country in collaboration with the Department of Culture, Govt.
of India.
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