
Design  Thinking  –  and  the
Idea of India

An exploration of the meanings of identity and design in the
Indian context – now and in earlier times.

Looking at the Idea of India, and ideas from India through the
concept of lakshana – distinguishing characteristics.

Can these be used to illustrate principles of progressive
thinking? This is the first part of a talk on Design Identity
prepared as an online set of public lectures for the students
of the School of Architecture, World University of Design in
February 2021.

Anisha Shekhar Mukherji

To  listen  the  second  part  of  the  talk  and  a  further
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exploration of the relationship between design and identity,
through a comparative analysis of the meanings of ‘modern’ and
‘Indian’, please see Identity and Design & Identity in Design:
https://stagebuzz.in/2022/03/04/identity-and-design-identity-i
n-design/

OTT Series: Aranyak
on Netflix / Sanjiva Sahay
Aranyak
The brand new Hindi webseries on Netflix

▫️  Welcome  to  the  world  of  murder  mystery  that  has  the
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deceptive appearance of a folklore. This character- नर तेंदुआ-
imaginary or real, would hammer your brain across 8 episodes.
Since a fresh killing and rape of a girl , the sleepy town of
Himachal  Pradesh  is  jolted  again.  The  police  station,
uncountable natives …complete with an influential politician
and a high status business family. The probe begins, so does
your  journey  into  a  narrative  which  is  thrilling  in  the
beginning and a big disappointment after 3 episodes. Lengthy,
tedious and long drawn.

▫️  Casting  is  almost  perfect.  Parambrata  excels  as  Angad
Mallik,  the  investigating  police  officer.  Surprisingly,
Raveena as the SHO on leave, Kasturi Dogra, manages to get
into the character effortlessly. Then we have actors like
Ashutosh Rana, Zakir Husain, Meghna Malik among others who try
earnestly to lift a dull screenplay. All remain stereotypes
with some clichéd, overdramatic dialogues. The hangover of the
forgotton era of the ’80s.

▫️ A mixed bag indeed. Average direction and writing, above
average performances (better than Candy at least), effective
background score. O yes, watch the series on faster speed for
the breathtaking and picturesque locations. The climax has
been shot in thick snowfall all over and looks phenomenal.

▫️ Nothing less, nothing more.

The General having crossed a
Torii boundary – Drawing with
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a Torii and a figure
The trajectory of my art practice takes on a zigzag path
sometimes; and at other times a circuitous one or a U-turn
that I didn’t expect to take.
The work “The General” is one such. I started off with figure
sculptures and then went on to study life drawing at Boston
University.

AstroVish  with  Manohar
Khushalani : Consequences of
the  Conjunction  between
Saturn and Jupiter
StageBuzz  is  a  Lifestyle  Magazine.  Any  thing  creative,
cultural, insightful that adds to your quality of life, finds
its way here. So why not Astrology for those who believe in it
With this webinar we begin a column on Astrology

30  Best  Spanish  Movies  on
Netflix (2021) | Second-Half
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Travels
Here are some of the top Spanish movieson Netflix streaming in
the US as of January 22, 2021. If you’re not in the US, just
click the title to check if the show is available in your
country. Watch these films while you can,

Theatre  Union’s  plays  on
Feminist Issues and those of
Social Relevance
Firstly since Women’s Day just happened this month, it is
important to recall the innumerable street plays we did on
women’s issues mostly under the banner of Theatre Union and
Workshop Theatre

But here we are discussing only Theatre Union

‘Om Swaha‘ was about dowry and bride burning. It contributed
towards sensitizing the media and the nation on this issue.’

‘The Rape Bill” was about custodial rape and insensitive cross
examination of victims in courts. It was performed when a
select committee was examining the new rape bill before it
became an act in the parliament. It also informed women about
their rights.

‘Pardon ka Parcham’ was prepared by us after Roop Kanwar an
18-year old Rajput woman committed Sati on 4th September 1987
at Deorala village of Sikar district in Rajasthan. These plays
were collectively evolved by our group Theatre Union.
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Marz  ka  Munafa  was  about  Drugs  (medicines)  banned  abroad
because of their side effects, but dumped in the third world
by Multinational Companies. We were assisted in research by
Mira Shiva of barefoot doctors

Toba Tek Singh the legendary story by Sadat Hasan Manto was
developed into a super successful street play about partition.
It took us six months to evolve the play, finally one of our
members, Umesh Bist, finalised the script.

All our plays were not street plays. Theatre Union did two
proscenium  plays  both  written  by  the  radical  nobel  prize
laureate Dario Fo

Can’t  Pay  Won’t  Pay  directed  by  Manohar  Khushalani  was  a
feminist play in which women shoppers protest against high
prices in a Super Market in a very unusual way

Accidental  Death  of  an  Anarchist  directed  by  Manohar
Khushalani  was  about  custodial  death  in  a  prison

Dario Fo had scripted both plays in his black comedy comic
farce style

I would also like to recall our brothers and sisters in arms,
an endless procession of street theatre co-warriors who came,
sometimes stayed for a while and sometimes stopped briefly for
a production or two and moved on. In no particular order they
were: Anuradha Kapoor, Ravi Shankar, Umesh Bisht, Maya Rao,
Vandana  Bisht,  Sushil  Prashar,  Sujasha  Dasgupta,
Chandrashekhar Iyer, Urvashi Butalia, Ragini Prakash, Vibhuti
Nath  Jha,  Dr.  Harivansh  Chopra,  Krishan  Tyagi,  Kumkum
Sangaria, Rati Bartholomew, Dr.Ravi Mahajan, Satyajit Sharma,
Tapush Chanda and me, Manohar Khushalani. If I have forgotten
anybody then please remind me.

A review by Alka Raghuvanshi of Dario Fo’s Can’t Pay Wont Pay
Directed by Manohar Khushalani
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SLING  SHOT:  Let’s  say  we
loved  each  other!  Ojaswini
Trivedi
“Let’s believe
the two birds
lived in a
seamless crave for freedom,
where the abyss
melted into the horizon”

Leading  scholar  of  Indian
classical  dance,
architecture,  art  history,
culture  Kapila  Vatsyayan  no
more
Dr Kapila Vatsyayan passed away peacefully at her residence
(No.85, SFS Flats, Gulmohar Enclave, New Delhi), Wednesday
16th September, 2020 at about 0900 hrs, this morning, . She
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was  a  leading  scholar  of  Indian  classical  dance,  art,
architecture,  and  art  history.

Check  Your  Covid  19  Safety
Zone Here
Keep this Blog open as you travel. Be sure if you are living
in or traveling in a safe zone in India. Very effective try
your address; it will show whether you are in a hot spot.

Under the Grid of Sub Reality
/ Susmita Mukherjee
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Hag
The old hag lay face down,
Her dried hair up in the air,
Like dry twigs after harvest.
Her scrawny left arm upturned
at an angle, as if not sure,
whether for alms or in benediction;
Her other hand, mottled, was tucked way under, gripping her
squashed belly bag.

She lay there for eons,
under the grid of the sub reality radars that were new in the
neighborhood,
their flickering light beams stinging her, serpent like, into
convulsions.

Sometimes she moaned.
At times she farted, and,
noxious fumes



volcano like, filled the air.

Too tired to be angry,she lifted her aged bum to pee,
And out flowed waters
that swirled and twirled in dizzy vortexes and caused
unnecessary delay around the area.

Too tired to get up, she shook her head and colours,
like flashing lightning,
danced with the grid overhead and trapped her in place.

” I don’t like being watched, you wretches”
she said,
But the soundless sound,
rumbled into the countless clatter of car honks, and busyness,
as another coin dropped into her upturned hand.

” Can’t you spare an old hag who has done you no harm”?
Her moan took the shape of a saliva drop that fell under her
breath.

No, no, she must not give up! Not yet!

The hag knew that as long as she wrapped herself around her
belly bag,
her little ones would survive.

She remembers the hard years,
when the singeing blast
had ripped her right breast,
her milk buds had scattered and mushroomed in the sky,

She remembers how her pubic rain forest had been blazed down
by a careless cigarette.

She remembers not so long ago,bullets, bayonettes, bombs and
blasts,
whistling over her body,as she curled around her belly bag.

“Stop it”! she warned



“Stop it”! she wailed
“Stop it”! she whimpered a command.

But no one was listening
to the old hag,
Old Mother Earth,
as she lay face down,
Under the giant grid,
Walked over, used and thrown,
An old useless Mother.

Susmita Mukherjee
9- 4-2020


