The Exodus Needs a Companion
/ Gourli Nilakantan

I see the human mind seeking and wandering eternally in the
search of this unerring habitat. If our birth homes can define
and allow such wunconfined liberties, wuncontested un-
contemptuous ways, will only then, this never ending...

About Amrita Pritam / Kanika
Aurora

The bonds and conventions of society are certainly reflected
in my poetry, negatively, of course. But I think every
intelligent person has to suffer..Suffering is the price the
intelligent person has to pay. As for women, I feel that
women 1in literature are different from women in other
fields..Basically; there 1s a prejudice against women 1in
literature. Men take women’s writing lightly; they doubt a
women’s sincerity. For example, when I got this Sahitya
Akademi Award, and with it fame, the leading English daily in
Delhi wrote that I got my popularity in Punjabi literature
because of my youth and beauty. I felt very sorry to read
that. Why not talent? They can admire a beautiful woman, but
not a talented one.”
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The Forbidden Fruit of today:
CLOSURE / 0Ojaswinli Trivedi

We spend years and years trying to find answers to the half
spoken sentences and mid-air collapsed promises. The night
teases us to insomnia, trying to replay the tape of those
incidents, moments, gestures. What could have been, what
should have We spend years and years trying to find answers to
the half spoken sentences and mid-air collapsed promises. The
night teases us to insomnia, trying to replay the tape of
those incidents, moments, gestures. What could have been, what
should have been. Were we real then

. Were we real then?

Staring in the Subway

A Chilling Short Story from London

Staring in the Subway

by
Manasvi Gautam

“Subway” (from Ruckus Manhattan), 1976— Red Grooms
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A woman had been through a long and hard day at the office and
was coming back home in the late evening. The day had seemed
to drag on; she was exhausted and looking forward to getting
back home where she would hit the hay. She went into a metro
station where she got on a train and made herself comfortable
on a seat. She noticed a woman sitting opposite her who was
staring at her intently. She tried to ignore it but each time
she looked over, the woman was there with her eyes wide open
and the woman had not blinked or moved in any way at all. That
strange woman carried on staring at her.

At one of the stops a passenger got onto the train and sat
next to her. He quietly advised her to get off at the next
stop; she decided to take the advice because she was
apprehensive about what the woman wanted. The next stop was a
busy one and she thought if that woman tried to follow her,
she would be able to lose herself in the crowd.

When the train came to the next stop, she hurried off the
train and the man followed her. The man was relieved and said
to her “I'm going to contact the police. That was really
frightening. I didn’t want to alarm you on the train but the
woman sitting opposite you was dead and there were two men
sitting either side of her, keeping her upright.”
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