The Triumph of Theater on
Delh1i’s Stage through
Natsamrat Natya Utsav

Recently, Delhi’s theater organization Natsamrat presented a
total of eight of its seven different plays. Where the
audience appreciated all the plays very much. The special
thing about Natsamrat’s plays is that this organization
performs plays that touch the souls of the audience, giving
heart-touching messages to the society through laughter or
simplicity. These plays were staged in LTG Auditorium, Mandi
House, New Delhi.

The play ‘Fauji’, written and directed by Sanjay Basliyal, was
staged on 16 March at 3 pm and the play “Sakharam Binder”,
written by Vijay Tendulkar and directed by Vishwajit
Alexander, was staged at 4:15 pm on the same evening. The play
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“Kuch Tum Kaho Kuch Hum Kahan” written by Ashish Kotwal and
directed by Shyam Kumar was staged on 17 March at 3 pm and the
play “Kambakht Ishq” written by Satya Prakash and directed by
Shyam Kumar was staged on the same evening at 4:15 pm. Went.
The play “Comedy Junction”, written by Anton Chekhov and
directed by Fareed Ahmed, was staged on March 23 at 3 pm and
the play “Chandralok.com”, written by Harishankar Parsai and
directed by Rakesh Kodinya, was staged at 4:15 pm. The comedy
drama “Kallu Nayi MBBS”, written by Moliere and directed by
Shyam Kumar, was staged on 30 March at 6:30 pm and 7:45 pm (2
shows) .

All the actors associated with the drama created a different
place in the minds of all the viewers with the magic of their
acting. One audience even said that our family always waits
for your plays. Another viewer said that Natsamrat’s plays are
such that every age member of the family feels happy.
Natsamrat director Shyam Kumar said that we will continue to
bring such plays in front of the audience and through our
plays will continue to give messages to the society on deep
topics through laughter.

‘00 00 0000° 0o0o “Oo0o0do
Jo0oo0" - 000 00 doooc

0000000 0ooo 0odd


https://stagebuzz.in/2024/03/21/%e0%a4%b8%e0%a4%b0-%e0%a4%b8%e0%a4%b0-%e0%a4%b8%e0%a4%b0%e0%a4%b2%e0%a4%be-%e0%a4%89%e0%a4%b0%e0%a5%8d%e0%a4%ab-%e0%a4%b6%e0%a5%8d%e0%a4%b0%e0%a4%82%e0%a4%97%e0%a4%be%e0%a4%b0-%e0%a4%95%e0%a4%be/
https://stagebuzz.in/2024/03/21/%e0%a4%b8%e0%a4%b0-%e0%a4%b8%e0%a4%b0-%e0%a4%b8%e0%a4%b0%e0%a4%b2%e0%a4%be-%e0%a4%89%e0%a4%b0%e0%a5%8d%e0%a4%ab-%e0%a4%b6%e0%a5%8d%e0%a4%b0%e0%a4%82%e0%a4%97%e0%a4%be%e0%a4%b0-%e0%a4%95%e0%a4%be/

o0 00 0Oooo 0o 0ooo 0odo - 0od-tood- 0ood- 0oooo- 0ooo- ta, - 0o
00000 00 0000 D00 DO00000 D00 00 D000 000000 0O 0000 ‘0000
000000 00 00000° 0000 O0.- 000 00 000 00000 OO0 000 000 00000
0000 0ood, 00oooo 0ooooood 0o bodoodod Ooo 0ooodo foododooo - 0o
0000 ‘00 00 0000° 000, 0000 00000 00000 00 DO00o0O ‘0000
00000" 00 ‘00000000 DOOoC" 00 000 0O 17 00000 2624 00 00000000
0000. 000000000 000000000 000 0000 0000ooc 00 ‘0o000o’
00000000000 - “00000000000° 000 000. 00 000000 OO0 OO0 0000 oo,
‘0000000 00000000 Do0DoobOooD 000 OO0 0000 00 DOoooob foboocooo
00 000000 00 oooo, 00 0odoo 0o OO0 Ooooo 0ot Oodoo¢ 0o docod
000000 DO00000O OO0 0od, 0oooo 00 doooodod 000 foodo - doooodoc
00 000 0000 Oooot oo 0oo fodooodo 0o OOoo Ooood- doooo- Oooo!



.

¥y ' w

= < 2 r‘*
=
n' i

Ve ._l
e

~%
3
4
g

j t‘

o000 00: 0000 00 0Oo0od0oodo - 0odood - foododooc, - doooodoc - oooo
0o0ooo, 00000 fOodooo 0ooo dooo

00 000 00 00 00oo, 00000 Oo0oood OO0 000 0o 0odooood ooo,  booo
0000 00 00000 0ooo 0oo 0ooo foo Oooo 0o 0o 0o 000 Oododoc
000000 OO0 000000 00000 000 0o 0o 000 dooo boo!' doo - booo- 0d
Oo0odoooo 00 0Ooobdoto 0ooo 0o Oooodo OO0 0oo boo bo oooo- 0o
Oooo 0o! 00 O0oo oo, 00 000 0Oooooco 0o 0ooo 00 0o¢ - ddoood
0000 0000 00000 0oo 0oo oo' doo 0oooo - fooooo 0o - 0ooooo- 0o
00000 O00o00o doooo - boot

000 00 0ooo. oo.0o. 0oo00oo 00 000 000 000000 0o0odocd, dooo- 0o
000 000 000000 Oo0o0ooo OO0 0oooo 0o 000 000 - 000o- 0oco- 0o
000000 000 000 O0o0odofo 00 00 0oooodo 0o 0odoc 0o 0o oo oooc
0000 0000t 0000 00o00oo0oo0 OO0 Dooooooo 0o 0ooooooooo 0o dood.
000000 (DO00O0  000000O00) »  DO00 00000 0000000 0O 00000 00000
000000 0000 000 00 0Oooo (000000 0000cO0oo) » 00 0000 00 00
00000000 00 000000 0ooco - (0000 0oco0), 0000 0000 00 00 0oco
0o0o 0000 0o 0o Ooooo 0o 0o o0 00 foodo 0ooo- 0o - 0o Ooc
o0o0oo 00 00 ([obdoooodo - 0odoc 0oo- 0odooood- oo 0oo- 0o
000000000 D0 000000 D0 000000 DO 0o0o dooooo 0oood 00 doooodoo
0o0o 0o, 000000 OO0 00 0000 000 0Oo0oood - Oooo- 0odo. - Goodoc

e




Oo0ooooo 00 000000 Oo0ododo- 0o food- 0oo- foo- 0odooo- 0o ¢ooc
00000000 00000 0Ooo.- O0ooo 000 Doooo 0o 000 Dooo 0o 00 Oooodoc
000 000000 DOO0oOo 00 0000 0Oooodo 0o 0ooooo- oo, 0odcoo- 0o 0o
0000 0o00oooo Ooo, 0oood OO0 OO0 0ooo 0o 0ooo 0o 0o 0o 0o Oodoc
0ooo 0o, 00 00ooo 00 00 0oood dodooo- 0o, 0odoo oo ¢ood- 0odoc
00 0000 0o, 00 0oooooo oot

‘0000 00000 00 000 000000 00 0000 DO 00000000 0000 0oooco - 0o
000 00000 00 0Oo0odooo booo. 00 0o0odofo - bofoodddoo - 0oo- ooc
000000 00 00 0oooodoo 0odo Doofdodo food Ooddddodo fo oo Oodoc
oooo!

Natsamrat Natya Utsav Lights
up Delhi’'s Stage with 1its
Plays
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Natsamrat Natya Utsav has started in Delhi Theater. Amidst the
fast-paced life of the city, there must be some moments of
happiness and to fulfill the same, the audience can come to
Natsamrat Natya Utsav which is going on at LTG Auditorium,
Mandi House, New Delhi.

The first play “Fauji”, written and directed by Sanjay
Basliyal, was highly appreciated by the audience. The drama
‘Fauji’ 1is the story of an 80-year-old ex-serviceman (Diler
Singh) from Uttarakhand, whose family has a legacy of serving
the Indian Army. A news channel wants to cover their story and
present it sensationally to increase their TRP ratings.
Parallely, the news anchor who will cover the story (Kritika)
and the cameraman (Kishore) were once in a relationship and
have stopped working with each other since the breakup. They
are now forced to work together on this story. As the play
highlights the life of Diler Singh, a soldier who paid a great
price to serve the country, it leaves a lasting impact on
Kritika and Kishore’s relationship. Suresh Chandra played the
role of editor, Sumita Sharma played the role of Pinky, Mantu
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had Prateek Rawat, Krutika, Roshan played the role of Kishore
and Sanjay Basliyal, the writer and director of this play
played the role of Diler Singh. P.K.Khayal conducted the
lighting, Ashu conducted the music, Hardeep Singh and Mr. Om
Sharma took charge of the backstage. All the actors played
their roles beautifully and the audience also got engrossed in
their phenomenal acting. It was staged on 16 March at 3:00 pm.

The second play of the evening was “Sakharam Binder” written
by Vijay Tendulkar and directed by Vishwajeet Alexander. The
play’s title alludes to Sakharam who is alone, devoid of
familial ties, and whose profession as a book-binder enables
him to stay away from the milieu of conservative society and
live a quaint life on his own terms. Vishwajeet played the
role of Sakharam, Ekta played the role of Lakshmi, Krutika
played the role of Champa, Shammi played the role of Faujdar
and Naveen played the role of Dawood. The acting of all the
actors was impressive. Yash and Sachin were in music, Archana
Kumari did the arrangement and Naina was in 1lighting
operations. The play was staged on 16 March at 4:15 pm.

Two plays were staged on the second day of Natsamrat Natya
Utsav. The first play was “Kuch Tum Kaho Kuch Hum Kahe” and
the second play was “Kambakht Ishq”.

Kuch Tum Kaho Kuch Hum Kahein” exemplifies excellence from the
pen of Ashish Kotwal and directed by Shyam Kumar, which
premiered on 17th March at 3:00 PM. Dr. Anand, closing the
doors of happiness, gives life Meets Mansi who wants to be
adopted. Vivek Sharma and Munmun'’s heart-touching banter
immersed the audience in emotions. The lead actors of the
drama, Vivek Sharma and Munmun, sometimes have sweet and sour
banter and sometimes support each other. The performance of
both of them left the audience emotional. The audience
appreciated the play a lot.

In the play “Kambakht Ishqg” written by Satya Prakash, it was
shown that the elderly, being victims of loneliness, create a



separate world within themselves and fall ill, even though
they are not ill. Two elderly people, one Kishan and the other
Radha, fall ill due to their loneliness. The director of the
play, Shyam Kumar, has given a very beautiful message to the
society that in old age, when children become busy in their
life’'s work, they find it difficult to find time for their
parents. Then how bad the condition of those elderly people
becomes.

In the drama, Sanjay Basliyal played the role of Kishan and
Munmun played the role of Radha, Vivek Sharma played the role
of the son and Savita Gupta played the role of the daughter,
P.K. Khayal played the role of the doctor. Aman played the
role of compounder. The stage managers were Sunil Rathore and
Rohit Prasad Prasad, Sooraj and Lokesh were in stage props,
Rajrani was in makeup, Payal was in costume, Raman Kumar and
Mahendra Kumar took charge of the backstage, Aman and Vansh
Rathore were in song management. Light Designed was
conceptualized by Natsamrat director Shyam Kumar. This play
was staged on March 17 at 4:15 pm. This Natya Utsav 1is still
going on. On 23rd March, two plays are being staged by “Comedy
Junction” and “Chandralok.Com”, and on 30th there is a comedy
play Kallu Nai MBBS. The festival is being held in LTG
Auditorium, Mandi House, New Delhi.

Jaywardhan’s Play ‘Nirjan
Karawas’ Launched
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The play Nirjan Karawas, written by Jaywardhan, was launched
on 2 March 2024 at 4:00 pm in Delhi.

JP Singh alias Jaiwardhan has received ‘Honorary Degree’ from
Bharatendu Natya Academy, Lucknow. He is honored with the
Akademi Award for the year 2007 for playwriting by Uttar
Pradesh Sangeet Natak Akademi, Lucknow. He is an expert in
acting, direction and lighting concept. He has written many
famous plays, including ‘Urgent Meeting’, ‘Kissa Maujpur Ka',
‘Kaalpurush’, ‘Hai! Handsome’, ‘Mayaram Ki Maya’, ‘Jhansi Ki
Rani’, ‘Madhyaantar’, ‘Mastmoula’, ‘Daroga ji Chori Ho Gayi’,
‘Jaisa Tum Kaho', ‘Akhir Ek Din’, ‘Karmaev Dharmah’, ‘Antataha
*, ‘Gorakhdhandha’, ‘Gandhari’, ‘Khairatilal Ka Kursi Tantra’,
‘Paro’, ‘Ek Aur Meeting’ and ‘Babu Harishchand’. 15 plays
written by him have been published, along with 6 of his
children’s plays have also been published. He has also made an
impressive drama adaptation of Munshi Premchand’s classic
novel ‘Godaan’. Many of his plays have also been telecast on
Doordarshan and All India Radio.

Padmashree Sh. Daya Prakash Sinha, Senior Dainik Jagran
Journalist Shri Anant Vijay, Akhil Bharatiya Co-Treasurer
Subodh Sharma, Senior playwright Sh. Pratap Sehgal, Senior
Drama Critic Sh. Anil Goyal, Senior Theater Artist Sh. Avtar
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Sahni were the chief guests at the inauguration. Jaywardhan
welcomed all the chief guests. Pratap Sehgal, while praising
his writing, was seen saying on some issues of the play that
more pages of history could have been added to it. In response
to this, Jaywardhan said that the play ‘Nirjan Karawas'
depicts the period of solitary confinement of Maharishi
Aurobindo Ghosh, that is why only one incident has been
discussed in detail in it, due to which the author focuses the
attention of the readers on one place. All the chief guests
said about his writing that just as he wrote comic plays, he
also wrote on serious subjects, which touched the hearts of
the readers. The special thing is that he is an actor as well
as a director, so he writes the scenes of the story more
beautifully. It was also said to him that despite being so
busy, he 1is writing many plays, which are present in the
library even today and the plays written by him are being
played in every corner of India.

Senior Critic Sh. Diwan Singh Bajeli, Senior Writer Sh. Hari
Suman Bisht, Senior Critic Sh. Sangam Pandey, Senior Drama
Director Sh. Shyam Kumar, Senior Drama Director Vashishth
Upadhyay, Senior Drama Director Sh. Bhupesh Joshi, Senior
Drama Director Sh. Ravi Taneja etc. participated in the
audience.

Natsamrat’s Theatrical
Showcase: A Tapestry of
Emotions Unveiled in Delhi’s


https://stagebuzz.in/2024/02/01/natsamrats-theatrical-showcase-a-tapestry-of-emotions-unveiled-in-delhis-stage/
https://stagebuzz.in/2024/02/01/natsamrats-theatrical-showcase-a-tapestry-of-emotions-unveiled-in-delhis-stage/
https://stagebuzz.in/2024/02/01/natsamrats-theatrical-showcase-a-tapestry-of-emotions-unveiled-in-delhis-stage/

Stage

Natsamrat unfolded a captivating display of theatrical
brilliance, showcasing four remarkable plays. Commencing with
“Kuch Tum Kaho Kuch Hum Kahen,” written by Ashish Kotwal and
directed by Shyam Kumar took stage on 20th January at 6:30 pm
& 7:45 pm. The narrative delves into the collision of two
disparate worlds. Dr. Anand, shutting doors to happiness,
encounters Mansi, aspiring to embrace life. Vivek Sharma and
Munmun’s poignant exchange left the audience immersed in
emotions.

Following this, “Sakharam Binder” by Vijay Tendulkar, directed
by Vishwajeet Alexander, took center stage on January 21 at 3
pm & 4:15 pm.. Vishwajeet portrayed Sakharam alongside Shruti,
Krutika, Nasir, and Naveen, delivering an impressive
performance. The timeless narrative, dating back to 1972,
resonated, with Akash handling music and lighting, Archana
overseeing aesthetics, and Sangeeta managing props.
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The comedic gem, “Kambakht Ishq,” written by Satya Prakash and
directed by Shyam Kumar, unfolded on January 26 at 6:30 pm &
7:45 pm. Offering a humorous take on the loneliness in old
age, Vishwajeet, Munmun, Sanjay Basliyal, and Savita Gupta,
among others, left the audience oscillating between laughter
and tears. A meticulous production, featuring Sunil Rathore
and Rohit Prasad as stage managers, showcased the multifaceted
talents of the Natsamrat team.

Closing the theatrical extravaganza was “Chandralok.com,” an
adaptation of Harishankar Parsai’s story, directed by Rakesh
Kodinya on 28th January at 3 pm & 4:15 pm. The ensemble cast,
including Munmun, Vivek Sharma, Sanjay Basliyal, Sudhir
Khanna, Jagbir Choudhary, and Aman, not only evoked laughter
but also conveyed a profound message through their
performance. With music conducted by Shivangi and lighting
envisioned by Shyam Kumar, this play added a delightful
conclusion to the series.

These four enthralling plays graced The Blank Canvas (LTG
Auditorium), Copernicus Marg, Mandi House, New Delhi, leaving
an indelible mark on the audience.



Unveiling the Untold:
Felicity Theatre’s ‘Humare
Ram’ Takes India by Storm
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Felicity Theatre’s unprecedented presentation of the play
“Humare Ram”. Today the whole of India is rejoicing over the
construction of Ram temple in Ayodhya, at the same time Rahul
Bhuchar brought the play ” Humare Ram” to the audience. It is
written by Rahul Bhuchar and Naresh Kavayan and directed by
Gaurav Bhardwaj. Very beautiful music was used in the
play. The songs were written by Alok Srivastava and Ramkumar
Singh and composed by Udbhav Ojha and Saurabh Mehta. Well-
known Bollywood singer Shankar Mahadevan, Sonu Nigam, Kailash
Kher and Ashutosh Rana gave voice to the songs.

This play 1is an epic in a way whose words have been
beautifully woven into a garland. Felicity Theater director
Rahul Bhuchar played the role of Shri Ram and well-known
Bollywood actor Ashutosh Rana played the role of Ravana while
Harleen Kaur Rekhi played the role of Mata Sita. Danish Akhtar
was seen as Lord Hanuman, Tarun Khanna as Lord Shiva and Karan
Sharma as Surya Dev.
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While the audience got engrossed in devotion due to Ram’s
dialogue, the audience applauded a lot after seeing the style
of Ravana (Ashutosh Rana). While Kailash Kher’s voice created
magic in the drama, Ashutosh Rana’s voice also created magic.
The audience became engrossed in devotion with the voice of
Sonu Nigam.

The special thing about " Humare Ram” is that this drama
exposed many hidden incidents of Ramayana which may not be
known to many people. The story started from Luv and Kush’s
perspective. All the scenes were shown very beautifully and
the entire Ramayana was depicted in three hours. Be it the
arrival of Sun God on the stage or the entry of Hanuman on the
stage. Shurpanakha got a lot of applause for her acting. The
light design was amazing with LEDs. The children played the
role of monkeys who are very adept dancers and made their
entry with a beautiful and energetic dance. Rahul Bhuchar had
laid the foundation of this play two years ago, which came
true today and this play got a lot of love from the audience.

The play “Hamare Ram” was staged at Kamani Auditorium, New
Delhi from 25 to 28 January.
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Captivating Acts and
Compelling plays: Natsamrat’s
Theater Extravaganza Leaves
Mumbai Spellbound

Natsamrat staged four different plays at Creative Adda
Auditorium, Versova, Andheri (W), Mumbai where the plays were
greatly appreciated by the audience.

The first play, “Kuch Tum Kaho Kuch Hum Kahein,” written by
Ashish Kotwal, was performed on January 6th at 7:00 PM at the
Creative Adda Auditorium, Versova, Andheri West, Mumbai. The
play revolves around two individuals, an elderly doctor, Dr.
Anand, who has created a small world for himself through his
profession, and a lively woman named Manasi, who enjoys life
in her unique way. Despite their different perspectives on
life, Dr. Anand has closed the doors to happiness, while
Manasi, having endured her sorrows, strives to move forward
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and embrace life. The main actors, Vivek Sharma and Munmun,
displayed a captivating chemistry on stage, alternating
between witty banter and providing support to each other. The
behind-the-scenes team, including director Shyam Kumar, lyrics
by Rakesh Kodinya, Singer Ishan Tyagi, stage manager Sunil
Rathore, stage properties by Suraj Singh, make-up by Payal
Rani, costume by Chhobi Saha, Sound operated by Aman and other
back stage team, contributed to the success of the play.

On January 6th at 8:15 PM, the second play, “Besahara Aurat,”
written by Anton Chekhov and directed by Fareed Ahmed. The
story, featuring Munmun in the lead role and Vivek Sharma as
the bank manager, Assistant played by Jagbir Choudhary and
Helper by Aman was filled with laughter and poignant moments.
Stage Management by Vishwajeet, stage property by Lokesh,
make-up by Raj Rani, Light Design by Natsamrat’s director
Shyam Kumar. The play showcased the sweet and sour exchanges
between the main characters, leaving a lasting impression on
the audience. Shyam Kumar, the director of Natsamrat, brought
this beautiful play to the Mumbai audience.

As part of the “Fourth Mumbai Theatre Festival” by Natsamrat
on January 9th, two plays were staged. The first play, based
on Harishankar Parsai’s story titled “Nithalla,” adapted by
Kuldeep Kunal & Directed by Nagender Kumar Sharma, was
presented as a solo performance by own Nagender Kr. Sharma,
receiving much appreciation from the audience. The story
revolves around an idealistic person, Nithalla, who dedicates
his life to selfless deeds, challenging the societal trend
that recognizes only those who work for their own gain.



The second play, “Veer Savarkar,” written, enacted, and
directed by Nagendra Kumar Sharma, depicted the journey of
Savarkar in the struggle for independence. The emotional
portrayal of Savarkar’s sacrifices left the audience moved.
Both plays were presented with the support of Haryana Kala
Parishad.

In conclusion, the “Fourth Mumbai Theatre Festival” organized
by Natsamrat showcased a variety of plays, each leaving a
distinct impact on the audience. The meticulous direction,
powerful performances, and thoughtful themes made the festival
a memorable experience for the Mumbai audience. Shyam Kumar,
the director of Natsamrat, and the entire team received well-
deserved appreciation for their efforts in bringing quality
theatre to the city.

Daklakatha Devikavya —
Provoking and Contemplative
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A review by Manohar Khushalani for IIC DIARY

Daklakatha Devikavya is an open ended play performed in an
engagingly
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informal folk style, evolved from the epic poetry and stories
of K.B. Siddaiah’s

It was Directed by Lakshman K.P. It presents the inner
workings and external

experiences of the Daklas — a Dalit community.

Presented by Jangama Collective, Bengaluru with Bindu Raxidi
(Dakla Devi,

Kadiramma); Santhosh Dindgur (Dakla, Cheluvaiah)l; Bharath
Dingri (K.B.

Siddiah & narrator),; Narasimharaju B.K. (Narasappa); and
Ramika Chaithra

(Gangavva, Munivenkatamma)

Accompanists who also added tone and tenor to the performance
were: Poorvi

Kalyani & Skanda Ghate (vocal); Bharath Dingri (tamate),; and
Narasimharaju

B.K. (arevadya)



The Flower Sellers

The setting of the play had flower sellers squatting in the
background and

rising in turns as actors with robust voices. The traditional
Folk device, a half

curtain, known as, Yavanika, was used to introduce the
important characters.

The actor would peep over the curtain which was lowered after
he started

speaking or singing.
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The Traditional Yavanika

The most important aspect of the performance was that it
retained the spiritual richness of the Dakla community,
through its music. Two

of the characters appear on the stage playing tamate (hand
drum) and

arevadya (urmi), instruments not seen in contemporary theatre.
Daklas are

people who are protected by the untouchables and hence are
still lower in the

social hierarchy. But whatever notions people have about
Adivasis or Daklas

being a backward community, better revise them forthwith.
First of, the

female roles were done by women and not female impersonators.
These

women unhesitantly lighted beedis, and were not coy about
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using cuss words,

which 1is true to their life. It is also true of contemporary
OTT films, which claim

to be more modern and truer to our life.

The author had a strong faith in mysticism as exemplified by
his poetry which
was the soul of the performance:

0 mother as you rock the world

And rock the child

Bear me again in your womb

Walk this infant from the cave of your vagina
Into the cave of contemplation.

Here in the above context the poet brings out that once the
mother bears him

in her womb the stigma of untouchability will not be so
strong. One recurring

metaphor that has remained constant is hunger. The poet throws
a direct

question to the creator:

0 God! Take birth like me

Then

Try to touch and be polluted!

Try to take like me, like me take birth!

Untouchability does not generate self-pity in the play, in
fact it is an instrument

of self-awareness and enlightenment. Sheer magic was created
in the dark

night by luminous display of improvised spinning fire wheels
urns with radiant

charcoal cinders. All elements in the play contributed to an
experience of a

magical night to remember.

Watch the entire play on You Tube:



The article as published in IIC Diary (Oct-Nov 2023)

PLAY: Daklakatha Devikavya: An Experimental
Play Drawing from the Epic Poetry

and Stories of K. B. Siddaiah's Selected Writings
DEVISED AND DIRECTED BY: Lakshman K. P.
PRESENTED BY: Jangama Collective, Bengaluru
with Bindu Raxidi (Dakla Devi, Kadiramma);
Santhosh Dindgur (Dakla, Cheluvaiah);

Bharath Dingri (K. B. Siddiah & narrator);
Narasimharaju B. K. (Narasappa);

and Ramika Chaithra

(Gangawva, Munivenkatamma)
ACCOMPANISTS: Poorvi Kal_uam& Skanda obout Adivasis or Doklas being o backward community
Ghate (vocal); Bharath Dmg” (tamate); and res them forthwith. First, the female roles were
Narasimharaju B. K. (areye)
2 November 2023

played by women and not female impersonators. These
women unhesitantly lighted beedis, and were not coy
about using cuss words, which is true to their lives. It is
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bockground and rising in turn as actors with robust voices
The traditional folk device, a half curtain, yavanika, was
used to introduce the important characters. The actor
would peep over the curtain which was lowered after he
started speaking or singing. The most important aspect of
the performance was that it retained the spiritual richness In the above context, the poet is saying that once the
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