
Pierrot’s  Troupe  presents  a
new play on Sahir and it’s
all  time  popular  comedy  on
Ghalib
Sahir  Ka  Khayal  Aaya  (Urdu)  –  The  play  celebrated  Sahir
Ludhianvi’s  100th Birth Anniversary  on March 8 this year.
It  is presented as a ‘Monologue’ (performed by Sharique Aziz)
as it showcases young Sahir in the state of crafting  his long
poem  Parchhaiyan,  arguably  the  best  and  definitely  the
longest  anti-war poem of the last 100 years.

Inauguration of Joe Biden
https://fb.me/e/B8biEpKT

National  Theatre  At  Home:
Watch Top-Notch Shows Online
For Free | Londonist
National  Theatre  has  launched  a  new  way  for  audiences  to
access its productions online while it is closed.

National Theatre At Home offers content including NT Live
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productions  available  to  watch  for  free  on  YouTube,  and
resources  from  the  National  Theatre  Collection  being  made
available online to schools and universities.

A selection of NT Live productions, recordings of stage shows
which have previously be screened in cinemas, will be made
available on the National Theatre’s YouTube channel from next
Thursday (2 April). Productions are shown every Thursday at
7pm, and then available for seven days.

Theatre at Home

Curtain goes up on National
School of Drama’s 21st Bharat
Rang Mahotsav

The  annual  theatre  festival,  that  will  open  with  veteran
actor-director Amol Palekar’s KUSUR, will showcase a mix of
Indian and international plays

New Delhi, February 1: The 21st edition of the Bharat Rang
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Mahotsav (BRM) – the annual theatre festival organised by the
National  School  of  Drama  (NSD)  is  all  set  to  bring  an
assortment of plays, interactive sessions, and other cultural
events to cheer up winter afternoons of theatre enthusiasts in
the Capital.

The inaugural function for BRM 2020 kick started at the Kamani
auditorium with Panchvadyam — a South Indian devotional music.
The dignitaries present on the occasion included Chief Guest
Prof.  Vidushi  Rita  Ganguly,  eminent  theatre  artist  and
vocalist, Guest of Honour Dr. Mohan Agashe, renowned theatre
and  film  personality  and  Special  Guest  Ms.  Nirupama
Kotru, IRS, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Govt. of
India among others. The function was presided over by Dr.
Arjun Deo Charan, Acting Chairman, NSD Society.

Prof. Suresh Sharma, Director In-charge, National School of
Drama,  welcomed  the  guest  at  the  inaugural  function  and
appreciated all the participants from National & International
theatre fraternity who came all across. Also, he specially
expressed his gratitude to the Actor Amol Palekar who came &
graced the occasion by presenting his play at the inauguration
ceremony. He also said through the years, Bharat Rang Mahotsav
has presented some masterpieces from the world of theatre. The
idea is to reach out to a much wider set of audiences with
works  from  post-modern  and  regional  theatre.  We  hope  to
highlight the importance of theatre and plays and promote the
culture of appreciating various forms of performing arts.

Chief Guest Prof. Vidushi Rita Ganguly, present at the event
said “Eventual expression of human race is theatre, I give
credit to all these honours that I receive to Ebrahim Alkazi.
NSD treats everyone equally and in theatre everyone has their
own place.”

Guest of Honour Dr. Mohan Agashe, renowned theatre and film
personality  who  was  present  at  the  event  said  “theatre
occupies the highest place in art forms. I am really elated to



see that year after year NSD is giving this living art a
stage.”

Present  at  the  event  the  Special  Guest  Ms.  Nirupama
Kotru, IRS, Joint Secretary, and Ministry of Culture, Govt. of
India Said “NSD is one of the nine gems that we have in our
country.  We  should  encourage  more  participation  and
spectatorship  of  theatre.”

Echoing his thoughts, Dr. Arjun Deo Charan, Acting Chairman,
NSD Society said, “Theatre brings meaning to people and the
position of an actor is held highly in theatre of our country.
An actor should be mindful of their own emotions and the
emotions  of  their  character  and  this  understanding  if
conceived  can  help  anyone  and  everyone.”

Like  each  year,  this  year  too,  BRM  promises  a  diverse
experience featuring a host of plays depicting various shades
of emotions along with masterclasses by stalwarts from the
theatre fraternity. The festival will stage 91 plays that
include a combination of post-modern and regional theatre by
Indian and international thespians. It will open with veteran
theatre  and  film  personality  Amol  Palekar’s  crime-
drama Kusur – The Mistake that revolves around the life of
retired Assistant Police Commissioner Dandavate, whose life
changes overnight when he volunteers to serve at the police
control room. Besides, the festival will also showcase a mix
of  romance,  suspense,  comedy  and  music  along  with
international plays, interactive sessions and allied events.

11th Bal Sangam begins in the
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Capital amidst much fanfare /
Manohar Khushalani

National School of Drama today inaugurated its, evergreen,

much-awaited 11th Bal Sangam – a folk & traditional performing
Arts & folk Theatre festival, at the lush green lawns of the
campus amid much fanfare. Watch the film made on the occasion
by my Digital Media students at IIITD: Sahil Yadav, Aseem
Saini & Dilnawaz Ashraf

https://youtu.be/BtmyaJwBD2I

<iframe  width=”560″  height=”315″
src=”https://www.youtube.com/embed/BtmyaJwBD2I”
frameborder=”0″  allow=”accelerometer;  autoplay;  encrypted-
media;  gyroscope;  picture-in-picture”
allowfullscreen></iframe>

The opening ceremony of Bal Sangam witnessed the gracious
presence of Renowned Theatre Actor & Director, Prof. Ram Gopal
Bajaj,  Prof.  Suresh  Sharma,  Director-in-Charge,  NSD,  Abdul
Latif  Khatana,  Chief,  TIE  Co.,  and  Prof.  (Dr.)  Abhilash
Pillai, Dean-Academic.

 

The  opening  ceremony  was  followed  by  Rangoli  –  a  stage
performance by Folk & Traditional child artistes of India,
choreographed by renowned choreographer Shri Bharat Sharma,
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who has an illustrious career spanning over three decades.

Renowned Theatre Actor & Director, Prof. Ram Gopal Bajaj said,
“Without  relation  and  communication  there  is  no  world.
Festival like Bal Sangam help building relationship among the
children of different culture. Strong relationship and bonding
lead to form a strong nation.”

Prof. Suresh Sharma, Director-in-Charge, National School of
Drama said, “I’d like to thank everyone who managed to take
out their valuable time to come here and give their blessing
to the participating kids. I welcome all the participants and
audience to this festival. We are proud that the TIE Company
has been working hard to make children know about their own
culture, traditions, and values. NSD will continue taking such
initiatives in the future as well.”

Mr.  Abdul  Latif  Khatana,  Chief,  Theatre-in-Education  said,
“Theatre-in-Education has been continuously trying to reach
and touch the lives of children across the country in last
three decades. Apart from folk & traditional performing arts
and  folk  theatre,  we  conduct  interactive  workshops  among
participant children from different parts of the country.  The
experience and exposure they get at such a young age, will
definitely inspire them to do something in the field of folk
and  traditional  performing  arts  and  folk  theatre  in  the
future.”

Prof. (Dr.) Abhilash Pillai, Dean-Academic, extended the vote
of thanks to chief guest, children and the audience for taking
out their time and being a part of Bal Sangam.

Bal Sangam provides the platform for young talent who have
never got chance to show their talent and whose performances
have  never  been  witnessed  at  national  level.  Long  Man,
Rajasthani  Puppet,  Behroopiya,  and  Magician  etc.  are  the
special attraction of the festival. Various types of art and
craft workshops are also being conducted during the festival.



This  year  around  15  productions  from  12  states  are
participating in the festival. Bhavesh Chau Nritye Kala Kendra
Jharkhand will perform Kharsama Chaun Sholi, likewise Manipuri
Folk by Thang-Ta Cultural Association Manipur, Rajasthani Lok
Kala  by  Manganiar  Group  Rajasthan  Rajasthan,  Gotipua
Dance by Aradhana Dance Academy Odisha, Bodo Folk by Sifung
Harium Afad Assam, Oggudolu by Kunta Sadaiah Oggudolu Group
Telangana,  Kalarippayat  by  Hindustan  Kalari  Sangam  Kerala,
Punjabi Folk by Punjabi Folk Art Centre Punjab, Malvi Lok
Nritye  by  Pratikalpa  Sanskrit  Sansthan  Madhya
Pradesh, Gujarati Folk Dance by Kalrav Sewa Trust Gujarat,
Pasumukha (Animal Mask Dance), Kandhei Nata (Puppet Dance)
Kothishala  by  Bichitra  Barnali  Natya  Sansada  Odisha,
Tiwa by Tiwa Bhakha – Sanskriti Charcha Somittee Assam and
Folk  &  Traditional  Theatre  performances  will  be  Ram
Vijay by Manjula Kalakendra Assam, “Gosian Pather” by National
Bhand Theatre J & K, and Yakshagana Dance Drama by Yakshagana
Kendra Karnataka.

 The Bal Sangam festival is an ensemble of various performing
traditional  art  forms  presented  by  children,  with  the
objective  of  encouraging  children  to  continue  traditional
performances so as to preserve our cultural heritage in this
rapidly changing world. The fanfare and hub of Bal Sangam

2019 start from 9th November and goes on till 12th November 2019
at the New Delhi Campus of NSD at Bhagwandas Road. Timing-
4:00PM to 8:00PM. Entry to the event is free.

National  School  of  Drama’s
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11th Bal Sangam to begin from
9th November

National School of  Drama, the foremost theatre training
institutions in the world and the only one of its kind in
India today announced the commencement of its much

awaited 11th edition of Bal Sangam from 9th-12th November 2019,

in its premises. The 11th edition of the festival will showcase
enthralling folk & traditional performing Arts & folk Theatre
from 12 states of India dedicated to children.

Bal  Sangam,  an  outreach  programme  of  Sanskaar  Rang  Toli
(Theatre-in-Education Company), in every alternate year brings
forth both the heritage and legacy of traditional art forms
and performances that are presented by children belonging to
traditional  performing  families,  guru-paramparas,  and
institutions across the country.
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The four-day cultural mela will begin on November 9th, five
days ahead of the Children’s Day with an inaugural performance
‘Rangoli’ by folk and traditional child artistes of India,
choreographed by renowned choreographer Shri Bharat Sharma,
who has an illustrious career spanning over three decades. The
Festival also includes folk dance, martial arts, acrobatics,
street play performances and also acts like juggling, puppetry
and magic shows.

To  encourage  eagerness  in  children  for  traditional
performances, states like Assam, Odisha, Rajasthan, Manipur,
Jammu  and  Kashmir,  Karnataka,  Telangana,  Kerela,  Gujarat,
Punjab, Jharkhand, and Madhya Pradesh will bring to the fore
the  magic  of  folk  performances  and  plays  so  that  Indian
cultural heritage will be preserved in this rapidly changing
world.

Dr. Arjun Deo Charan, Acting Chairman, National School of
Drama said, “The festival is an ensemble of various performing
traditional art forms that are presented by children. We are
proud that the TIE Company has been working hard to make
children know about their own culture, traditions and values,”

Highlighting  the  importance  of  theatre  and  folk
performances, Shri Suresh Sharma, Director-in-Charge, National
School of Drama said “Theatre and folk performances are a
great learning medium for exploring and sensitizing children
towards issues. Such activities and festivals are a wonderful
platform to not just perform, but learn, travel, and share.
NSD believes that theatre makes a person sensitive towards
issues  and  an  active  participant  of  society  as  it  boosts
powers of communication. Theatre brings in all these qualities
and if children are introduced to this wonderful, they become
better human beings”.

Mr.  Abdul  Latif  Khatana,  Chief,  Theatre-in-Education,
said, “Bal Sangam is a confluence of folk and traditional art
forms performed by children. When the child artistes imbibe



these folk and traditional art forms with the mastery of their
art and their innocence then the performance becomes magic.”

 

NSD authorities will be making special arrangements through
various NGOs working with underprivileged children and social
organisations, to reach out and invite children from not so
privileged class so as to give them the due privilege to
experience and be enriched by this long awaited festival of
National School of Drama for children.

There will also be various types of art and craft workshops

during the festival from 9th–12th November.

About National School of Drama

National  School  of  Drama  is  one  of  the  foremost  theatre
training institutions in the world and the only one of its
kind in India. It’s an autonomous organization, fully financed
by the Ministry of Culture, Government of India. Training in
the School is highly intensive and is based on a thorough,
comprehensive, carefully planned syllabus which covers every
aspect of theatre and in which theory is related to practice.

About T.I.E. Co.

Sanskaar Rang Toli (T.I.E. Co.) of NSD was established on
October 16, 1989, and completed 30 years of its existence.
Sanskaar Rang Toli is the only theatre education resource
centers in the country and has worked with around 20 thousand
children till date in various workshops. It consists of a
group  of  actor-teachers  working  with  and  performing  for
children. The major focus of the TIE Company is to perform
creative, curriculum-based and participatory plays in schools,
specially designed and prepared for children of different age
groups.

The  TIE  Company  has  done  more  than  2000  performances  in



various parts of the country. More than 10 lakh children,
apart from college students, teachers, parents and theatre
lovers, have witnessed these plays in approximately all the
states  in  the  country  as  well  as  internationally  such  as
Poland, China, Philippines and Japan.

The Toli began with an objective of bridging the gap between
passive education and an active method of learning by doing
through  its  performances  of  varied  plays,  Summer  Theatre
Workshops on self-development and social integration, Sunday
Club  for  devising  original  performances  with  children,
workshops  with  teachers  on  effective  teaching-learning
process. All these activities are practiced round the year as
per the children’s annual school calendar in Delhi and other
parts of the country.

Namaste  Thailand  Festival
Music  and  Cultural
Extravaganza  Leaves  Delhi
Spell-Bound

https://stagebuzz.in/2019/03/18/namaste-thailand-festival-music-and-cultural-extravaganza-leaves-delhi-spell-bound/
https://stagebuzz.in/2019/03/18/namaste-thailand-festival-music-and-cultural-extravaganza-leaves-delhi-spell-bound/
https://stagebuzz.in/2019/03/18/namaste-thailand-festival-music-and-cultural-extravaganza-leaves-delhi-spell-bound/
https://stagebuzz.in/2019/03/18/namaste-thailand-festival-music-and-cultural-extravaganza-leaves-delhi-spell-bound/


Thousands  in  Delhi  came  over  to  celebrate  the  three-day
Namaste Thailand festival, which was organized by the Royal
Thai  Embassy  from  March  15  th  to  17  th  2019,  at  Select
Citywalk New Delhi. Other than the vivid cultural extravaganza
on  display,  the  festival  was  witnessed  by  Ambassador  of
Vietnam to India, His Excellency, Mr. Ton Sinh Thanh, and
Ambassador of Myanmar to India, His Excellency Mr. Moe Kyaw
Aung. Thai umbrellas, body art, clothing and jewellery, an
exquisite cuisine, as well as scintillating performances left
the audience
spell-bound.

Delhi | 17th March 2019: The Delhi’s date with the Namaste
Thailand Festival 2019 came to a close today, with hundreds
flocking  to  Select  CityWalk  to  capture  and  celebrate  the
cultural extravaganza which had left Delhi dazzled in the past
two days.
The three day festival, a unique initiative of the Royal Thai
Embassy,  which  was  inaugurated  by  His  Excellency  Mr.
Chutintorn  Gongsakdi,  Ambassador  of  Thailand  to  India,  on
March  15th,  also  witnessed  the  presence  of  Ambassador  of
Vietnam to India, His Excellency, Mr. Ton Sinh Thanh, and
Ambassador of Myanmar to India, His Excellency Mr. Moe Kyaw
Aung.
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“It has been exciting three days of the festival and we have
experienced more people visiting us than the last year. India
has had a good, peaceful bilateral relationship with Thailand.
We are grateful that things are growing. We have over 300
flights between us, and flights are a great enabler in this
cultural exchange. We hosted 1.6 mn Indian tourists last year
and we had a projection of 2 mn tourists by 2020, which we are
set to achieve this year. By 2030, we expect to have 10 mn
tourists flying to Thailand. Our trade has had an increase of
30% year on year in 2017 and 2018, which is about 12 billion,
but we have much more to achieve.” said His Excellency Mr.
Chutintorn Gongsakdi, Ambassador of Thailand to India.
Enthused young and old people came together to experience the
myriad of colours and cultural activities that were on display
at the festival. While couples enjoyed donning Traditional
Thai Clothing and got themselves captured, children and young
women loved the body art and tattoo painting on their arms and
wrists.
The centre stage saw the thick of the action where the Thai-
awareness of Indian audience tested. It was surprising as how
many Indians actually got the answers to a Thai quiz right in
first attempts, with the winners exulting in joy.

Scintillating  performances  by  Thai  artists,  who  donned
beautiful and decorated traditional Thai attire, mesmerized
the audience as they depicted various stories including that
of  Ramyana  on  stage,  and  the  action  packed  Martial  arts
display,  which  was  beautifully  choreographed,  left  the
audience amazed.
The Miracle of Siam, a mythological journey through dance on
stage setting Thai mood right. Dancers take the audiences on a
journey to the divine
Earlier in the festival stressing on the strong love for food,
culture and arts in both the countries His Excellency Mr.
Chutintorn Gongsakdi, Ambassador of Thailand to India, said,
“What we do have is strong cultural relations between people
of both countries and we want to build on that foundation and



let it deliver political and economic dividends. So that trade
and investment is much larger than this. What Namaste Thailand
is bringing to all is
the experience of Thai-ness. When Indians are more familiar
with Thai culture, they would want to visit the country as
well. The perception about India is also changing in Thailand.
This festive interaction between two cultures is an initiative
in that direction.”
Watching the Ambassador of Thailand to India, His Excellency
Mr. Chutintorn Gongsakdi, Ambassador of Thailand to India,
wielding the wooden ladle behind the stove, as he displayed
his culinary skills by cooking some mouth watering Thai dishes
was something really special for the audience.
Many with strained shoulders and neck enjoyed the relaxing
demonstrations of Thai massages at the festival. While over 28
stores which showcased an array of Thai goodies, replicated a
busy street of Thailand where people shopped to their hearts
glee.
Fusing traditional Thai music with modern jazz, the renowned
Asia 7 band took the audience on each evening at an all time
high. As the three day event concluded, Delhiites were left
wanting for more of the Thai experience.

Thai  Cultural  Extravaganza
Enthralls Delhi Residents at
2019  Namaste  Thailand
Festival
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Festival reshapes Thailand-India Cultural Bonds in Delhi
Three-day festival from March 15th to 17th is the third
edition of the annual cultural event
Participants enjoys fusion of Thai Art, Culture, Music
and food

New Delhi, March 16, 2019: It was a treat for Delhiites in
real sense. The Thai cultural fest featuring music, dance,
craft, cuisines and a host of other activities played host to
the people of Indian capital at the Royal Thai Embassy
in  New  Delhi  on  the  second  day  of  the  Namaste  Thailand
Festival 2019. Hundreds of local residents who participated in
the festival were treated with musical and dance performances
by Thai artists. The popular Thai band Asia-7 enthralled the
audience  with  its  powerful  performance  at  action  packed
evening.
“In terms of bilateral relationship, India has had a good,
peaceful relationship with Thailand. But we are still in the
early stages. Our trade has had an increase of 30% year on
year in 2017 and 2018, which is about 12 billion, but
we have much more to achieve. What we do have is good people
to people cultural relation and we want to build on that
foundation  and  let  it  deliver  political  and  economic
dividends.  So  that  trade  and  investment  is  much  larger
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than this. Namaste Thailand Festival is an initiative in that
direction,”  said  His  Excellency  Mr.  Chutintorn  Gongsakdi,
Ambassador of Thailand to India.
The Thai cultural festival was first organised in 2017 with an
aim  to  strengthen  bilateral  ties,  and  increase  cultural
exchanges and people to people contacts between the people of
two great nations.

The Cultural exchange is one of the cornerstones of evolving
relationships  between  any  two  countries.  This  especially
becomes relevant when India and Thailand have a shared history
and cultural heritage.
To strengthen the bond of friendship and people to people
contact, the Namaste Thailand Festival organized by the Royal
Thai Embassy, has played a crucial role in bring the people of
two nations closer than ever.
The  festival,  organized  at  Select  CITYWALK  in  New  Delhi,
showcased the diverse and exquisite culture of Thailand, its
mouthwatering food and many attractions that people across the
age-group can enjoy.

The Thai cuisines are an absolute must if one is visiting the
Thai fest. The festival, beginning at 3 pm on all the three
days from 15 th to 17 th March, also features renowned Thai
restaurant Nueng Roi by Radisson Blu.
The biggest attractions of the festival were the Ambassador of
Thailand to India, His Excellency, Mr. Chutintorn Gongsakdi,
cooking traditional mouthwatering Thai cuisine.
There are 28 stores from Thailand at the festival showcasing
an array of fun workshops and an exciting shopping experience.
Other  key  attractions  of  the  festival  includes  art  and
handicraft, ceramic, clothing line including silk and
cotton, paper flowers, women clothing, jewels, aroma herbs,
spa products as well as souvenirs from northern of Thailand.
The festival also offers a series of Thai craft activities
including photo booths with Thai costumes, mulberry paper mini
umbrella making, fan painting, personalized mini umbrellas.



These traditional umbrellas are rich with colour and designs
being famous world over. The tradition of these umbrellas goes
as far back as 5,000 years
and has been a key feature of Thai Royals, religious leaders,
and other dignitaries. The participants tried their hands at
another-Fan painting- which is much loved by one and all.
The cultural fiesta ends in Delhi on Sunday, 17th March, 2019.

Namaste Thailand: Delhi Gets
a  Date  with  Thailand’s
Beautiful  Culture  &  Mouth
Watering Cuisine

Namaste Thailand Festival 2019 Celebrates 72 years of Indo-
Thai Diplomatic Relations

His  Excellency  Mr.  Chutintorn  Gongsakdi,  Ambassador  of
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Thailand,  inaugurates  the  festival  at  the  Plaza,  Select
Citywalk, Saket, New Delhi
The three-day festival is the third edition of the annual
cultural  event  aimed  at  strengthening  bilateral  ties  and
cultural exchanges

New Delhi, 15th March 2019: From scrumptious Thai food to
impressive couture and mesmerizing Thai music! It was a date
to remember for the residents of Delhi who were treated to a
splendid  evening  of  Thailand’s  beautiful  culture  on  the
opening day of the Namaste Thailand Festival 2019, organized
by The Royal Thai Embassy.
The Namaste Thailand Festival 2019, that marks 72 years of
Indo-Thai Diplomatic Relations, was inaugurated this evening
by  His  Excellency  Mr.  Chutintorn  Gongsakdi,  Ambassador  of
Thailand to India. The three day festival will introduce the
people of Delhi to the unique and diverse culture of Thailand,
a country that shares centuries of close bonds with India. The
festival  was  first  rolled  out  in  2017  with  an  aim  to
strengthen bilateral ties, and increase cultural exchanges and
people to people contacts between India and Thailand.
“In terms of bilateral relationship, India has had a good,
peaceful relationship with Thailand. But we are still in the
early stages. Our trade has had an increase of 30% year on
year in 2017 and 2018, which is about 12 billion, but we have
much more to achieve. What we do have is good people to people
cultural relation and we want to build on that foundation and
let it deliver political and economic dividends. So that trade
and investment is much larger than this. Namaste Thailand
Festival  is  an  initiative  in  that  direction.”,  said  His
Excellency Mr. Chutintorn Gongsakdi, Ambassador of Thailand to
India.

The  festival  included  interesting  features  and  stage
performances by Thai artists including the much popular Thai
band Asia-7. The fusion folk-jazz band from Thailand is much
popular in India having performed at a series of festivals and



shows including the Delhi International Jazz Festival.

The  festival  put  together  by  the  Ministry  of  Culture  of
Thailand  brings  a  number  of  Thai  artists  and  cultural
ambassadors to showcase the diverse and exquisite culture of
Thailand.  When  it  comes  to  Thai  culture,  the  food  is  an
unmissable aspect of it. Renowned Thai restaurant Nueng Roi by
Radisson Blu, brings forth a mouth watering experience of Thai
cuisines as part of the festival.
Among other attractions at the three day festival are stalls
that offer unique and exquisite Thai jewelry, aroma herbs,
textiles and fashion garments, handicrafts, spa products as
well as souvenirs from northern of Thailand.
The festival also offers a series of Thai craft activities
including  mulberry  paper  mini  umbrella  making  and  fan
painting,  personalized  mini  umbrellas,  body  paint,  button
badge making and photo booths with Thai costumes.
The cultural fiesta ends in Delhi on Sunday, 17 th March,
2019.

16th  Natsamrat  Natya  Utsav
opens  in  the  Capital  6th
March ’19
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Natsamrat is one of Delhi’s oldest and most consistent theatre
groups. Since its inception in 1998, Natsamrat has presented
1265 shows of 35 renowned plays. Ably led by Actor, Director
and Visionary Shyam Kumar, whose philosophy has really been
not only to evolve his own group but also to create space for
all other theatre groups which are battling heavy odds to
survive in theatre. Thus 16 years ago, when Natsamrat was
barely four years old, he started the Natsamrat Natya Utsav so
that other theatre groups also get a platform to perform.
Three years ago, again Natsamrat widened its landscape by
starting  a  Natsamrat  Mahavidyalaya  Natya  Utsav,  a  student
theatre  festival,  providing  a  parallel  platform  for  the
upcoming theatre generation to evolve and grow. Thus despite
limited resources such a grand festival has evolved and grown.
Natsamrat theatre festival thus begins with a bang on 6th
March 2019 at 6.30 pm with the first performance of Waiting
for Godot. The schedule is given above and the synopsis of the
plays are given below.
On 9th March, at the same venue, Natsamrat will award the
Thespians  who have been supporting Theatre as Practitioners,
on Stage, off stage and as promoters and critics. Read more
about elsewhere
1.    WAITING FOR GODOT
Translation by Krishna Baldev, Witten by Samuel Beckett and
Directed by Mohit Tripathi
On 6th March, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.
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The plot of Samuel Beckett’s Waiting for Godot is simple to
relate. Two men, Vladimir and Estragon, meet near a tree. They
converse on various topics and reveal that they are waiting
there for a man named Godot. While they wait, two other men
enter. Pozzo is on his way to the market to sell his slave,
Lucky. He pauses for a while to converse with Vladimir and
Estragon. Lucky entertains them by dancing and thinking, and
Pozzo and Lucky leave. After Pozzo and Lucky leave, a boy
enters and tells Vladimir that he is a messenger from Godot.
He tells Vladimir that Godot will not be coming tonight, but
that he will surely come tomorrow. Vladimir asks him some
questions  about  Godot  and  the  boy  departs.  After  his
departure, Vladimir and Estragon decide to leave, but they do
not move as the curtain falls. The next night, Vladimir and
Estragon again meet near the tree to wait for Godot. Lucky and
Pozzo enter again, but this time Pozzo is blind and Lucky is
dumb. Pozzo does not remember meeting the two men the night
before. They leave and Vladimir and Estragon continue to wait.
Shortly after, the boy enters and once again tells Vladimir
that Godot will not be coming. He insists that he did not
speak to Vladimir yesterday. After he leaves, Estragon and
Vladimir decide to leave, but again they do not move as the
curtain falls, ending the play.
2.    CHAMKOUR KI GARHI
Wriiten by Dr. Harcharan Singh and Directed by Harjeet Singh
Sidhu
On 7th March, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.
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‘Chamkour  di  Gadi’
play Regarded as one of the most important battle of the Sikh
history. It was against the Mughal army led by Nahar Khan; the
Muslim commander was killed, while on Sikh side the remaining
two elder sons of the Guru – Ajit Singh and Jujhar Singh,
along with other Sikh soldiers were killed in this battle.
3. SAIYAN BHAYE KOTWAL
Wriiten by Vasant Sabnis and Directed by Sanjay Bhasin
On 8th March, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.

Saiyan Bhaye Kotwal is a translation of famous Marathi folk
play  Vichha  Majhi  Puri  Kara,  which  was  written  by  Vasant
Sabnis. The story of the play is focused on the king and his
scheming prime minister. As per the hierarchy, the present
Havaldar  have  to  be  promoted  to  that  post.  However,  the
wronged Havaldar and hi girl Mainavati, a dancer, plans to
frame the new Kotwal. The play is based on traditional tamasha
and  is  a  slapstick  comedy  which  brings  out  the  political
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undercurrents of nepotism.
4. GORAKHDHANDHA
Wriiten by Jayvardhan and Directed by J.P.Singh
On 9th March, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.

When money becomes the be all and end all of one’s existence,
when money becomes one’s religion then all relations, all
ethics and morals are rendered meaningless. When one’s sole
aim is to accumulate wealth then the person’s conniving mind
keeps on scheming towards that end. There are some people who
are  adept  at  extracting  something  out  of  nothing.  The
protagonist of this play is such a character who will resort
to any means to hoodwink people out of their money. While
seemingly he is being helpful and charitable towards others,
however, all he is doing is helping himself in the guise of
helping others. He believes that there is a certain honesty to
his dishonesty. In his games of deceit, he is forced to tell
lies after lies till in the end he is so caught up in his web
of untruths that he is neither able to give up nor get out.
Gorakhdhandha is a fictional play based on true stories. Its
dialogues and anecdotes don’t just tickle our funny bone but
rather force us to break out into bouts of laughter.
5. SANDHYA CHHAYA
Wriiten by Jaywant Dalvi and Directed by Sudesh Sharma
On 10th March, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.
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Sandhya Chhaya is a story about an old couple, an aged couple
who spent their lives in the upbringing of their children and
they are the ones who live alone and long for the love,
affection and togetherness of their children. It is a story
about a man and woman fondly called Nana, Nani respectively
and it deals with the emotional turmoil the parents have to go
through. In spite of having being deprived of love from their
children, they still have the courage to fight the melancholy
and pathos of their lives. They support and love each other
and as the play unfolds, the audience also falls in love with
them.  Older  people  who  are  not  so  useful  in  today’s
materialistic age bear the brunt of the changing values. They
get  lonelier  and  lonelier.  This  play  is  entertaining  and
simultaneously it tells us about old age and Loneliness. It is
a great play, which can be very easily called a classic of
Modern times. They have two sons, Deenu (the elder one) and
Nandu (the younger one). Deenu is settled in USA and Nandi is
in the Air Force. Deenu very rarely comes to meet his parents.
He just sends money at regular intervals, meanwhile as the
play progresses, they get to know that Nandu has been killed
in the war. The whole play revolves on the nuclear families’
concept where in the parents are left alone and their children
are  settled  somewhere  else.  The  whole  play  is  poignant
collective mixture of emotions portrayed by an old couple, be
it happiness, loneliness, love for kids, their childhood etc.
On the whole, the play stresses on the fact and asks the
society a very straightforward question that parents who have
been there for us the whole life, do they deserve such a
lonely old age? Do they really?
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3rd Mahavidyala Natya Utsav
 
1.    BEEMAR
Wriiten by Saadat Hassan Manto and Directed by Prince
On 6th March, 2019 at 8 p.m.
2.    DJINNS OF EIDGAH
Wriiten by Abhishek Majumdar and Directed by Aadhar
On 7th March, 2019 at 8 p.m.
3.    CHETNA
Wriiten and Directed by Team
On 8th March, 2019 at 8 p.m.
4.    THE SHADOW BOX
Wriiten by Michael Christopher and Directed by Chandan Kumar
On 9th March, 2019 at 8 p.m.
5.    EINSTEIN
Wriiten by Mohan Maharishi and Directed by Abdus Ansari
On 10th March, 2019 at 8 p.m.
 


