
When  Objects  Spoke,  and
‘Gareeb  Nawaz’  Raised  a
Question: A Moving Theatrical
Evening in Katharang

On 27th April 2025, at the Sammukh Auditorium of the National
School  of  Drama,  Delhi,  the  theatrical  evening  under  the
“Katharang”  program—organized  by  Mailorang  (Maithili  Lok
Rang), Delhi—featured Sambhav’s evocative presentation “Unke
Hisse Ka Prem evam Gareeb Nawaz”. The performance offered an
experience that touched audiences at their very core.

The direction was helmed by senior theatre practitioner Prof.
Devendra Raj Ankur, whose theatrical finesse was evident in
every scene and every emotion of the presentation.

The  first  story  viewed  love  from  an  unusual  yet  striking
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perspective—where  inanimate  objects,  rather  than  humans,
become witnesses. Set in an office, the hidden layers of a
boss’s romantic entanglements are brought to life through the
voices of his desk, chair, diary, mirror, and pen. While the
concept sounds extraordinary, it was executed on stage with
remarkable  ease  and  believability.  These  lifeless  symbols
transformed into living characters before the audience’s eyes,
each one addressing the viewers—sometimes with sarcasm, at
other times with compassion. The director’s choice to turn
objects into “characters” was a daring experiment in theatre,
and it proved to be a wholly rewarding one.

The  second  story  depicted  a  contemporary  conflict  within
society, rendered in a simple yet powerful form. The struggle
between  Vishwamohan—who  returns  from  America  to  start  a
BPO—and Riyaz, who opens a modest “Gareeb Nawaz Chicken Shop”
next door, is not merely a business rivalry. It becomes a
clash of two worldviews. Beneath its humor and wit, the story
makes  a  poignant  commentary:  in  the  blind  race  for
development,  how  many  truths  are  trampled,  and  how  many
“Gareeb Nawaz” figures are pushed to the margins?

On stage, Nidhi Mishra, Gauri Dewal, Rachita Verma, Amitabh
Srivastava, Amit Saxena, Harikesh Maurya, Sahaj Harjai, and
Prakash  Jha  brought  their  characters  to  life  with  such
intensity and nuance that each scene appeared to unfold right
before the audience’s eyes. Their performances added soul to
the  characters,  going  beyond  mere  dialogues.  Behind  the
scenes, too, a dedicated creative team worked tirelessly.

Music selection was curated by Rajesh Singh, and technical
operation during the performance managed by Unish Yadav and
Sahaj  Harjai,  whose  acoustic  execution  ensured  precise
alignment of sound with the emotional tone and rhythm of each
scene.

Lighting was sensitively designed by Raghav Prakash Mishra,
whose balance of light and shadow added both visual clarity



and thematic depth. Every aspect of stage design, management,
and  visual  aesthetics  reflected  a  mature  professional
sensibility  and  deep  theatrical  insight,  elevating  the
performance to a level of artistic completeness.

It would not be an exaggeration to say that this presentation
offered more than just two stories—it offered two distinct
philosophies  of  life.  One,  where  love  remains  forever
incomplete; and the other, where in the name of “success,”
human relationships and grounded realities are blurred. Prof.
Devendra Raj Ankur’s endeavor reaffirmed that theatre does not
end at the stage—it becomes an extension of our consciousness.

Sambhav’s performance reminded us that when acting, direction,
and  thought  move  in  unison,  theatre  becomes  more  than
performance—it becomes a dialogue that resonates deeply within
the viewer, long after the lights have dimmed.

Sanskar  Bharti  Kala  Sankul
Once Again became the Witness
of a Mesmerizing Journey of
Art, Devotion, and Dialogue
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The monthly symposium began with a heartfelt tribute to the
innocent civilians martyred in the recent terrorist attack in
Pahalgam. All present members observed two minutes of silence,
expressing their emotions in an unspeakable way. The entire
atmosphere seemed to be immersed in a silent prayer.

On the auspicious occasion of the lighting of the lamp, all
distinguished  guests  performed  the  lamp  lighting  ceremony,
illuminating the stage.

Following this, a melodious stream of music began. The soulful
singing by Mr. Vijay Rawal and Mr. Veer Mani Trivedi touched
the hearts of everyone present. Their mastery of voice filled
the atmosphere with unseen compassion and hope.

The  main  attraction  of  the  symposium  was  the  analytical
discussion on the theatrical presentation ‘Arey Gadbadi Ho
Gayi’,  inspired  by  the  Sanskrit  play  ‘Bhagavadjukkam’  by
Bodhayan, directed by Raj Upadhyay, and performed by Navras
Group.

In this discussion, the depth of the story, authenticity of
the acting, the liveliness of the stage arrangement, and the
artistic features of the entire presentation were examined in
detail. Critics appreciated the dedication and effort of the
Navras Group artists, stating that the presentation not only
entertained but also sparked deep contemplation.

The Navras Group artists were deeply moved after hearing such
a heartfelt and in-depth review of their performance. They
expressed that such analytical discussions inspired them to
further deepen their theatrical practice. They also expressed
their  gratitude  to  Sanskar  Bharti  for  providing  such  a
valuable platform.

To elevate the dignity of the event, the presence of several
distinguished guests was noteworthy. Dr. Prashant Upadhyay,
Delhi Province Minister, Senior NSD theater artist Mr. Pradeep
Mohanty, Mrs. Shashi Prabha Tiwari, educationist Dr. Ruchika,



and  Mr.  Manish  Jha  honored  the  event  with  their  esteemed
presence.

The  success  of  the  program  was  greatly  aided  by  the
contributions of Delhi Province’s stage art coordinator Mr.
Raj  Upadhyay,  senior  theater  artist  Shyam  Kumar,  Shraboni
Saha, Garima Rani, Vishwadeep, Sneha Mukherjee, Raman Kumar,
Saurav Tripathi, Pradeep Pathak, Mrityunjay, Brijesh, Shivam,
Sushank, and Sakshi.

The event was skillfully and warmly conducted by Bharti Dag,
and Mrs. Shruti Sinha concluded the art-filled evening with a
heartfelt vote of thanks.

Jogiya  Raag  a  Saga  of
Unwavering  Faith  and  Silent
Longing
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On 26th April 2025, at the Sammukh Auditorium of the National
School  of  Drama,  New  Delhi,  the  play  “Jogiya  Raag”  was
presented under the theatre festival “Katharang“, organized by
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the cultural organization Mailorang. Written by Vijay Pandit
and directed by Prof. Devendra Raj Ankur, this production
transformed a seemingly simple story into an extraordinary
emotional experience on stage.

“Katharang” commenced on the same day with the stage being
graced by the presence of senior theatre artist Mr. Amitabh
Srivastava, who conducted the inaugural ceremony, and renowned
literary figure Mr. Ashok Vajpeyi, who attended as the Chief
Guest.

The story revolves around Savitri, a woman abandoned by her
husband immediately after marriage as he renounces worldly
life to become a hermit. Years pass as Savitri patiently waits
for him, unwavering in her faith despite societal pressures.
Eventually, in an act of poignant resignation, she accepts an
unknown ascetic as her lost husband, surrendering herself to
her destiny.

Nidhi Mishra, portraying the role of Savitri, delivered a
truly  exceptional  performance.  Her  command  over  body
movements, dialogue delivery, and the subtle expression of
inner turmoil kept the audience deeply engrossed throughout
the play. With remarkable ease and depth, she captured the
complex  emotions  of  hope,  struggle,  and  despair  dwelling
within Savitri.

Mukti Das portrayed the character of Bal Mukund with great
seriousness  and  authenticity.  His  restrained  expression  of
internal  conflict  and  the  pain  of  renunciation,  without
falling into melodrama, added credibility and depth to his
character. His dialogue delivery was composed and truthful,
making his presence compelling on stage.

With  only  two  actors  on  stage,  multiple  characters  were
seamlessly brought to life through masterful variations in
posture,  movement,  and  voice  modulation.  This  technical
challenge was executed with impressive smoothness, making the



character transitions natural and believable.

The innovative use of a simple prop — a saree — deserves
special mention. Throughout the play, the saree symbolically
transformed — representing femininity, sorrow, or the complex
dynamics  of  shifting  relationships,  enhancing  the  thematic
layers of the production.

Selection of the music that was played in the play by Sneha
Kumar,  deepening  its  mood  and  emotional  texture.  Nitin
Bharadwaj’s  lighting  design  and  its  careful  execution
effectively  elevated  the  story’s  atmosphere,  aligning  each
scene with its emotional tone.”

“Jogiya  Raag”  offered  a  profoundly  moving  theatrical
experience. The balanced synergy of storytelling, direction,
acting,  and  technical  finesse  elevated  the  performance  to
great artistic heights. The sensitive and sincere efforts of
the team ensured that the audience remained deeply connected
to the story from beginning to end.

This play is not merely the tale of Savitri’s endless waiting
and  loyalty;  it  is  also  a  beautiful  exploration  of  human
emotions, faith, and the silent resilience embedded in life’s
most difficult journeys.

Beyond  Boundaries:  The
Artistic  Splendor  of  Nritya
Shikhar Mahotsav 2025
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The  “Nritya  Shikhar  Mahotsav  2025,”  held  at  Triveni  Kala
Sangam in New Delhi, emerged as a grand celebration of the
dignity and tradition of Indian classical dance. Organized by
the Urvashi Dance Music Art & Culture Society, the festival
introduced art enthusiasts to various classical dance styles
while elevating Indian cultural heritage to new heights.

On this occasion, Shri Prabhat Kumar, President of Sanskar
Bharti  Delhi,  graced  the  event  as  the  chief  guest.  The
festival also honored esteemed personalities from the arts
world. Pandit Vijay Shankar Mishra, Shri Ashok Jamanani, and
Shri Ashok Jain were presented with the Urvashi Kala Samman.
Distinguished guests such as Shri Ashok Tiwari (Secretary,
Sanskar Bharti), Padma Shri awardee and renowned Odissi dancer
Smt. Madhavi Mudgal, and Shri Pradeep Kumar Pathak (Secretary,
Kala Chaitanya) added further prestige to the event with their
presence.

The  festival  featured  mesmerizing  performances  in  various
classical dance styles like Kathak, Odissi, and Chhau. Among
them, a standout performance was delivered by the dynamic
young Kathak dancer Vishwadeep from the Jaipur Gharana.

Vishwadeep’s  performance  was  among  the  most  powerful  and
talked-about presentations of the event. Trained in the Jaipur
Gharana  tradition,  this  young  artist  brought  to  life  the
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strength, emotion, and rhythmic excellence of Kathak. He began
with Chaturbhuj, depicting the four-armed form of Lord Vishnu
through  expressive  dance.  His  dynamic  gestures,  balanced
movements, and fluid expressions made the performance truly
memorable.

Following that, he presented a dance drama titled Ravan, which
portrayed  the  complexities  of  Ravan’s  personality  and  his
inner psychological turmoil. This unique choreography blended
traditional Kathak elements with deep emotional storytelling.
Directed and choreographed by the acclaimed Kathak guru Shama
Bhate, the piece preserved the purity of the dance form while
offering a fresh perspective.
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Vishwadeep’s  performance  was  not  limited  to  technical
brilliance;  through  his  expressions  and  body  language,  he
powerfully conveyed the varied emotions within Ravan—pride,
power, wisdom, and self-reflection. Especially gripping was
his portrayal of Ravan’s internal struggle, which left the
audience spellboun.

His mastery over footwork, rhythmic patterns (chakradhars and
parans),  and  emotional  depth  made  the  performance
unforgettable. The audience greatly appreciated his energy,
technical  finesse,  and  expressive  storytelling.  His
presentation was not just a classical dance recital, but a
dramatic narrative that showcased Kathak as a potent medium
for storytelling. When he embodied Ravan on stage, it felt as
though the entire auditorium was witnessing a pivotal moment
from an epic, with Ravan in deep introspection. Vishwadeep
performed with such natural ease that it didn’t feel like a
traditional dance performance—it felt like a living, breathing
theatrical experience.

The hall erupted in applause after his performance. It would
not be an exaggeration to say that Vishwadeep’s presentation
made “Nritya Shikhar Mahotsav 2025” a cultural milestone that
will be remembered for years to come.

Other notable performances included Pune’s Ameera Patankar and
Delhi’s Shobha Bisht. Shobha’s Odissi performance beautifully
blended  devotion,  grace,  and  feminine  dignity.  The  Chhau
performance, directed by Guru Ajay Bhatt, was packed with
energy and heroic expression (veer rasa).

The Kathak duet by Gaurav and Himani demonstrated the power of
dialogue and harmony in dance. Their performance showcased a
unique balance of creativity, technique, and synchronization.

Smt. Rekha Mehra, President of the Urvashi Dance Music Art &
Culture Foundation, played a pivotal role in making the event
a resounding success. Her dedication to dance and commitment



to culture imbued the festival with both dignity and artistic
excellence.

“Nritya Shikhar Mahotsav 2025” was more than just a cultural
event—it was a living celebration of tradition, showcasing the
continuity and creativity of Indian classical dance. For both
performers and audiences, it was an inspiring experience that
will be cherished for a long time.

Cultural  Extravaganza  Marks
Hindu New Year at Kala Sankul

New  Delhi,  March  30,  2025-  The  central  office  of  Sanskar
Bharati, ‘Kala Sankul,’ witnessed a grand celebration on the
auspicious occasion of the Hindu New Year with its Monthly Art
Symposium. The event showcased an exquisite array of Indian
cultural performances, leaving the audience spellbound.

The program commenced with the ceremonial lighting of the
lamp, followed by a mesmerizing Kathak performance by the
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Alaknanda Cultural Group, which highlighted the grandeur of
the Indian classical dance tradition. Subsequently, Kuleshwar
Thakur  and  his  group  captivated  the  audience  with  an
enthralling  Chhau  dance  performance,  characterized  by  its
unique style and expressive gestures.

Renowned  Odissi  dancer  Kavita  Dwivedi,  addressing  the
gathering, emphasized that the Indian New Year is not just a
date but a significant representation of cultural identity,
natural lifestyle, and deep-rooted traditions.

Vijay  Kumar,  North  Zone  Organization  Minister  of  Sanskar
Bharati,  elaborated  on  the  scientific  significance  of  the
Indian  New  Year,  highlighting  seasonal  transitions,  the
commencement of new academic sessions, financial year changes,
and the overall transformation in nature. He also underscored
India’s pioneering role in developing an artistic system of
timekeeping, which has influenced the world. Additionally, he
detailed the importance of the Indian calendar, lunar dates,
and festivals.
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The  event  saw  an  impressive  turnout  of  artists,  culture
enthusiasts,  and  distinguished  guests.  Among  the  notable
attendees were senior playwright J.P. Singh, theater artist
Rohit Tripathi, Chandrakanta Tripathi, dancer Ritu Shree, art
critic Shashi Prabha Tiwari, NSD Secretary Pradeep Mohanty,
and Kathak dancer Raksha Singh DeWitt, along with several
other prominent figures.

Promoting environmental conservation, Mr. Joginder distributed
flower seeds and Tulsi saplings, urging attendees to plant
them as a symbolic gesture for the New Year and contribute to
ecological preservation.

The success of the program was attributed to the collective
efforts of Delhi Province Stage Art Coordinator Raj Upadhyay,
senior theater artists Shyam Kumar, Shraboni Saha, Garima,
Sneha  Mukherjee,  Raman  Kumar,  Vishwadeep,  Pradeep  Pathak,
Mrityunjay, Brijesh, Shivam, Sushank, Nandini, Kathak dancer
Sakshi Sharma, Priyanka, and Sakshi. The event was expertly
hosted by Bharti Dag, while symposium coordinator Shruti Sinha
delivered the vote of thanks.

Sanskar Bharati’s ‘Kala Sankul’ continues to host such events
regularly, ensuring the preservation and promotion of Indian
art, culture, and traditions.

The Intersection of Art and
Constitution: A Republic Day
Symposium at Kala Sankul
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New  Delhi,  January  26:  A  special  monthly  symposium  was
organized at Sanskar Bharati’s central office, ‘Kala Sankul,’
on the eve of Republic Day. The theme of the symposium was
“The Artist’s Vision of the Soul of the Indian Constitution,”
with Shri Lakshmi Narayan Bhala Ji, a senior pracharak of the
Rashtriya  Swayamsevak  Sangh  and  an  expert  on  the  Indian
Constitution, as the keynote speaker.

The event began with floral tributes to the portrait of Bharat
Mata and a ceremonial worship. During the session, Shri Bhala
Ji shed light on the historical and cultural significance of
the illustrations created by Nandalal Bose in the original
manuscript  of  the  Indian  Constitution.  He  emphasized  that
these illustrations are not merely decorative but serve as a
vivid reflection of Indian civilization, culture, and the soul
of the Constitution. Through these artworks, the traditions,
glorious history, and values of India’s freedom struggle have
been effectively conveyed.

Shri Bhala Ji elaborated on the role of these illustrations in
each chapter of the Constitution. He highlighted that great
artist like Nandalal Bose dedicated their artistic expertise
to give each page of the Constitution a unique identity. These
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illustrations  incorporate  significant  elements  from  the
Mahabharata, Ramayana, Buddhism, and key events of India’s
freedom  struggle,  portraying  the  Indian  Constitution  as  a
living and inspiring document.

The symposium witnessed participation from a large number of
art enthusiasts and thinkers, who regarded it as an inspiring
opportunity to understand Indian art traditions. The officials
of Sanskar Bharati expressed gratitude to everyone involved
and resolved to continue organizing such motivational events
in the future.

All India Organization Minister Shri Abhijit Gokhale and Area
Organization Minister Shri Vijay Kumar were specially present
on the occasion. The symposium was skillfully conducted by
Garima Rani, while the vote of thanks was delivered by Shri
Kuldeep  Sharma,  the  convenor  of  the  drama  symposium.  The
success  of  the  event  was  supported  by  significant
contributions  from  Shri  Vishwadeep,  Pradeep  Pathak,  Ms.
Anchal, Sushank, Shivam Mrityunjay, Saurabh, Harshit, Raman,
and Kala Sankul’s administration head, Shri Digvijay Pandey.

This symposium was a commendable effort to unveil the depth of
the Indian Constitution, and the unique aspects of Indian
culture embedded within it. The illustrations by Nandalal Bose
not only enhance the aesthetic appeal of the Constitution but
also symbolize India’s soul and its rich historical heritage.
Such events provide an opportunity to connect with Indian
traditions  and  culture  while  deepening  respect  for  the
Constitution.



Gulammohammed  Sheikh’s
Kaarwaan and Other Works
Images,  information,  and  narratives  from  memory,  of  the
lectures delivered by Gulammohammed Sheikh for our art history
courses in Baroda form into a display of artworks at the
exhibition Kaarwaan and Other Works

Divine Evening of Music and
Dance  at  ‘Shakti  Mahapith’
Kamakshya’
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The time was just evening, the place was the courtyard of
Shakti Mahapith Kamakshya, and the air was filled with the
Shabda Brahma created by Pandit Ram Kumar Mallick and his
team.  Pandit  Mallick  ji,  a  Padmashree  awardee  for  his
contribution to the Darbhanga Gharana of Dhrupad, orchestrated
the musical tapestry. The architect of that great moment was
Sangeet Natak Akademi, which initiated a festival of Music and
Dance  titled  ‘Shakti’,  set  to  resonate  across  all  the
Shaktipiths of India. This was the inaugural event of this
series.

Listening to Dhrupad by Mallick Ji live is a rare artistic
experience,  and  Sangeet  Natak  Akademi  receives  heartfelt
gratitude from the audience for curating such a program in
Guwahati.  Dhrupad,  a  genre  of  Indian  classical  music,  is
practiced by a select few artists, and public recitals are
comparably infrequent. Pandit Ram Kumar Mallick, renowned in
this  field,  is  one  of  the  prime  representatives  of  the
Darbhanga Gharana. In this concert, he was accompanied by Dr.
Samit Kumar Mallick on vocal and Mr. Rishi Shankar Upadhay on
Pakhwaj.
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Pandit Ram Kumar Mallick

In this concert, Pandit Mallick performed Aalap and Chautal in
Raag Yaman and a Durga Vandana ‘Jaya Mangala Sarba Mangal Kar
Nihari’.  His  baritone  voice,  infused  with  the  ritualistic
sensitivity  of  prayer,  transcended  the  earthly  realm,
captivating the audience. The melodious utilization of Gauhar
Vani and Khandar Vani was evident in his singing. Alongside
his gorgeous vocal delivery, the harmonious blend of detailed
Aalap,  Meed,  Gamak,  intricate  rhythmic  patterns,  clear
pronunciation of Bandish’s verses, and other layakari, made
his  recital  an  extraordinary  auditory  experience.  His
rendition of Durga Vandana paid homage to the Shaktipith, his
voice echoing the strength and aesthetic beauty akin to a
philosophical  interpretation  of  a  forceful  waterfall  on  a
hill, retaining its melodious appeal even after it falls on
the ground. Pandit Ram Kumar Mallick’s performance elevated
the  recital  into  a  spiritual  pilgrimage  through  resonant
melodies.

Another  significant  performance  was  Suknanni  Ozapali  (a
traditional  religious  song  from  Assam  with  rhythmic  body
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movements  resembling  dance)  and  Deodhani  Nritya  by  Drona
Bhuyan and his ensemble. Drona Bhuyan, a leading artist of
Ozapali and Deodhani, was honoured with the Padmashree by Govt
of  India.  The  presentation  comprised  Ozapali,  involving
singing, and Deodhani Dance, with Bhuyan playing the lead role
in both performances as a singer and drum player in the dance.
The team’s performance paid tribute to Shakti through song and
dance,  resonating  with  the  energetic  beats  of  traditional
drums, dynamic movements with war-fighting props, and spirited
choreography,  crafting  a  soul-stirring  reverence  to  the
Devipeeth, the eternal Shakti.

Two other performances in the evening included the Kathak
Dance by Dr. Ruchi Khare and her team and Garva Dance by the
Sanskar Group of Bhabnagar.

In closing, as an enthusiast of music and dance, I fervently
urge  Sangeet  Natak  Akademi  to  arrange  another  enchanting
concert featuring Rudra Veena in this sacred Shaktipith.

Photo UTAPL DATTA
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Vivan Sundaram – a tribute –
Archana Hebbar Colquhoun
I missed seeing Vivan’s stupendously varied body of work as it
was developing and the startling constructions he made and
exhibited over the decades, since I moved to Tokyo in the late
1980s.

Torii Gateway and Enclosure –
Dark Secrets /Archana Hebbar
Colquhoun
An important lesson I learnt from doing this show was that
when an idea starts to take the shape of an object a dynamic
external entity may completely hijack your carefully planned
art work.
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