Theatre as an Academic
Discipline

Y
I have heard many times why should a theatre person continue

in his academic life when he already has a degree in
performance and why should we even read a book, is not acting
enough? My answer is all that is you are wrong to discount
academic pursuit’s in a performative genre. The value 1is
exceedingly high. I have always maintained a life of both a
performer and an academician as I know that this will give me
inroads to both worlds. Whenever I decide to take a break from
pure performance I immediately settle into the life of an
academician, I read and write papers attend conferences and
create a parallel world where discourse, debate and decisions
are made in a different vein. I seem to enjoy attending the
conferences many times online where I meet a totally different
set of people with different set of ideas and placed in
different set of circumstances. The best part is I am able to


https://stagebuzz.in/2024/12/06/theatre-as-an-academic-discipline/
https://stagebuzz.in/2024/12/06/theatre-as-an-academic-discipline/
https://stagebuzz.in/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/image.png

make new friends and enjoy a new head space where I am able to
read theoretical books on topics like feminism, globalisation,
neoliberalism which are equally exciting.

Drama students hence must be encouraged to go beyond the
script. If the engage with the material that makes a space in
their heads they will truly be able to become a totally
developed individual. The day the drama schools of India
encourage academic papers also to be written and published by
the students a new chapter will emerge in theatre and drama
studies. We all will be able to talk in a new language and
engage in strong academic discourses that will also put us 1in
a category of other disciplines 1like history, political
science or philosophy. Let us only unite in joining with our
fellow academic brothers and sisters and make sure that
theatre is a vivid discipline beyond its vibrant performances.



