Ravindra Jadeja — All Rounder
Top to Toe

Ravinder Jadeja — an asset to Indian Team by Sunil Sarpal
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Ravinder Jadeja is considered as the most under-rated
performer in Team India. In fact, he is a 3-dimensional
cricketer — a good batsman, a wicket taking left arm spinner
and most importantly a sharp and agile fielder. His throwing
arm has done havoc in opposition camp and batsmen are always
under a ‘fear psychosis’ whether or not to steal a single if
the ball is hit in their direction.

He is such a talented cricketer but creates an impression of
being ordinary only because of not possessing good oratory
skills.

As a bowler, his slow left arm bowling is quiet effective and
he creates lot of impact on helpful pitches. His bowling
style is restrictive type because he does not give much air to
the ball. His line and length do not allow batters to freeze
arm and smash him for biggies. He even spins the ball where
no other bowler gets any purchase from the wicket.

As a batsman, he is slotted down the order and invariably bats
with lower down batsmen or bowlers. Even while playing in
English conditions where the ball swings viciously, and other
batsmen are struggling to cope with swing, his approach to
batting is as solid as a rock. In such conditions, his
contribution with the bat was significant to India total. His



batting technique may not be from the ‘cricketing book’ but
his adjustment and leg side play is of proven quality.

He is a very sharp fielder whether it is out-field or within
30-yard circle. He has extra-ordinary diving skills and
produce improbable catches. His ability of stopping the ball
and throwing in one action has made him a very dangerous
fielder. He sets such high benchmark in fielding which is
hard to emulate.

MS Dhoni had rightly given him the status of Sir Jadeja.

Jadeja may not fall in the league of a Kohli or Rohit as
batsman but his overall contribution to India’s cause should
not be under-mined. He has already played International
cricket with distinction and does not throw away his wicket in
a rush of blood, as was the case earlier.

India needs the services of such cricketer for a long-long
time to come as he is young and fit.

In the commentary box, people like Sanjay Manjreker called him
bits-and-pieces cricketer. This is cheap commentary to
distract the enthusiasm of a 3-dimensional cricketer. His
graph in terms of both batting and bowling is on the rise and
eye-awakening. There is a hint of ‘carelessness’ in his
approach to the game but actually it is not the case. He is
as serious and studious as anybody else in the team.
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Legendary Australian fast-
bowler Brett Lee makes a
prediction about an Indian
player

by Sunil Sarpal

-
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Brett Lee: Yep! He’'s the one, SKY!
Legendary Australia fast-bowler Brett Lee believes an Indian

in-form batsman will someday be a major factor in winning a
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World Cup for the Indian team. 2022 has been a year in which,
through his 360-degree play and astonishing shots, became the
toast of T20I cricket.

He is currently the highest run-getter in T20Is this year with
1,164 runs in 31 matches, averaging 46.56 and at a strike-rate
of 187.43. He also lit up the Men’s T20 World Cup in
Australia, the first time he’s played competitive cricket in
the country. Surya Kumar Yadav amassed 239 runs in six innings
at a strike rate of 189.68, often changing the tempo of the
innings for India.

Surya Kumar Yadav: Where SKY is the limit

“SKY was one of the highlights for me at the T20 World Cup. He
continues to bat with the same attitude. Not only will he
score big runs but he will also someday win a World Cup for
Team India. I love watching him play. My advice to SKY would
be no advice. Keep doing what you are doing, don’t change,
don’t complicate things, back yourself,” said Lee on his
YouTube channel.

Just after T20 World Cup, Suryakumar enthralled cricket fans
yet again when he smashed 111 not out off 51 balls against New
Zealand at Bay Oval in Mount Maunganui. In that match, the



rest of the visitors’ batters made 69 runs off as many balls
and Suryakumar’s knock was called by Virat Kohli on Twitter as
a “video game innings.”

“India did not win the T20 World Cup but the SKY rose. Of
course, I am talking about Surya Kumar Yadav. He is the new
global T20 superstar. What a sensational 12-15 months he has
had on the big stage.”

“He has shown here on Australian grassy wickets where the ball
skids through. His fearlessness and his shot selection are
like that of a chess grandmaster. His execution is awe-
inspiring and the smile on his face when he played it, 1is
priceless,” added an impressed Lee.

On Yadav'’s technique of playing shots which has made him stand
out from other players, Lee stated that his basics of the game
are sorted and wants Rahul Dravid and Rohit Sharma to let him
shine in the coming years for India.

“I like the way he executes the impossible shots because his
basics are in place. He doesn’t go out there and just tries to
hit the ball that isn't there to hit. He has a wonderful
technique and he is definitely a player for the future.”

“You can trust Rahul Dravid and Rohit Sharma to just let him
be the person he needs to be. SKY would rise and this could
lead to many more peaks for India in years to come.”
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