The Curious Case of Ravi
Shastri

Many Avatars: As a commentator

Ravi Shastri’s career graph in Cricket and related fields is
quite interesting and variable in nature. When he entered
cricket arena, he was a left-handed 1leg spinner.
Interestingly, he used to bat right-handed.

Ravi took his cricket very seriously and because of his
learning curve, from No. 10 or 11, he was elevated to open the
batting for India. Facing the new ball at an International
level, by any stretch of imagination, is not a joke. It calls
for a lot of grit and determination, which Ravi had in plenty.
Transition from a left-arm slow bowler to a genuine all-
rounder was in itself an achievement.
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During his cricketing career, he won ‘man-of-the-series’ award
in a triangular 50-over tournament between India Australia &
New Zealand, winning an Audi car as prize money.

Once Shastri’s cricket career came to an end, he took to
cricket commentary alongside the likes of Richie Benaud, Bill
Lowery, Tony Gregg and Ian Chappel — all legends of the game.
His comments were always commendable and commentary note-
worthy. He possesses the right ‘oratory skills' to speak
precisely on air.

Later on, when BCCI wanted his services to be utilised as a
Manager of Indian Team, he performed that responsibility to
perfection. As a Manager, he displayed an exemplary equation
with the then India captain MS Dhoni and later on with Virat
Kohli to take Indian Cricket forward.

Again he was elevated to the position of Director of Team
India. He coached Team India admirably for two successively
tenures. He literally became the backbone of Team India and
took the team to dizzy heights. He successfully introduced Yo
Yo test as a compulsory yardstick without which entry into
Indian side was not possible. Clearing the Yo Yo test enables
a player to prove that he is fit enough to represent Team
India.

Now, that Shastri is no more India Coach, and he has been
replaced with Rahul Dravid, Ravi is back to his stint as a
commentator.

The amount of exposure and experience that Shastri has
secured, 1in different capacities, during his cricketing
career, it is perhaps a good idea for BCCI to utilize his
services for a more responsible assignment such as being the
BCCI President.
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