Leading scholar of Indian
classical dance,
architecture, art history,
culture Kapila Vatsyayan no
more

Kapila Vatsyayan in her younger days.

Dr Kapila Vatsyayan passed away peacefully at her residence
(No.85, SFS Flats, Gulmohar Enclave, New Delhi), Wednesday
16th September, 2020 at about 0900 hrs, this morning, . She
was a leading scholar of Indian classical dance, art,
architecture, and art history. Many people felt she was the
most authoritative commentator on these subjects.

She was formerly a member of parliament and also served as
Secretary to the Government of India in the Ministry of
Education, where she was responsible for the establishment of
a large number of national institutions of higher education.
She served as the founding director of the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts. She was former President of
India International Centre (IIC) and an IIC Life Trustee and
the Chairperson of the IIC International Research Division.
Bornon 25 December 1928 she was over 91 when she passed away

In 1970, Vatsyayan received the Sangeet Natak Akademi
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Fellowship, the highest honour conferred by the Sangeet Natak
Akademi, India’s national academy for music, dance and drama;
this was followed by the Lalit Kala Akademi Fellowship, the
highest honour in the fine arts conferred by Lalit Kala
Akademi, India’s national academy for fine arts in 1995. 1In
2011, the Government of India bestowed upon her the Padma
Vibhushan, India’s second highest civilian honour.

Lamenting her demise, Film actor Sharmila Tagore said “I guess
the final curtain comes to us all. I too have had some
endearing moments with her.There was so much to learn from
her.I admired & was inspired by her. Today where do we see
people like her? With her knowledge & drive?Who is there to
appreciate her legacy?”
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