Internet users beware of the
e-mall virus on the loose

New Delhi

IF YOU thought the menace of

computer viruses are under con-

trol, you are mistaken. Because
what is now in tho offing could
best l)n described as the atom
bomb among vir usos.

An organis:
USA, called NE P has issu-
ed an Internet virus warning. 1f
this warning is hoeded then those
who are surfling the Net for e-
mall and other services

in Atlanta,

may

want o pay close attention to
this. While currently this warn-
ing applies to users of Prodigy,
Ameri OnLine, CompuServe
and most of the other on-line ser-
vic which  provide e-mail
access to the Net in USA, the Indi-
an networks like ERNET, NIC-
NET, UUNET and Axcess might
got hit soan
Some miscreants are s

Mail under the title “Good
Times" nationwide in USA. Consi-
dering the fact that India is now
on the Information highway,
“Good Times" may strike us

ding

soon. According to NI
you

get anything like G ﬂd
5" you could be in for a bad
time. Delote the file immediately.
Without reading it. It essentially
re-writes your hard drive, there-
by blowing away anything that
you had on'it. You are lolt with an
empty hard disk that inust be
reformated and have all of 'your
re-londed onto it
an online ne;
ce, released a warning las
concerning a matter of

major
importance to any regular user of

the Internct. Apparently, a now

computer virus has been enginee-
red by a user of America Online
that is unparalleled in its destruc-
tive capability. Other more well
known viruses, such ‘as Stoned
and AirWolf, pale in comparison
to the prospects of the newest
virus in the Net.

What makes this virus so terri-
lying, said the FCC, is the fact that
it can be spread through existing
e-mail systems of tho Internet.
Once a computer is infocted, one

“of several things can happen: 1If
the - computer contains a hard

drive, it will most likely be

destroyed. If the programme is
not stopped, the computer’s pro-

gessor (brain chip) will be placed

in an Nth complexity, infinite
binary loop.

In other words, this can severe-
ly damage the processor if left
running for too long. Unfortuna-
tely most novice computer users
will not realise what is happening
untilitis too late.

Luckily, there is one sure way
to detect what is known as the
*“Good Times"" virus. It always tra-
vels to new computers/victims

the s@me way — in a text e-mail
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message with the subject line sim-
ply reading “*Good Times"'.

Avoiding infection is easy.

Once the file has been received,
do not read it, just delete it. The
act of loading the file in the mail
server's ASCII buffer causes the
mainline programme 1o initialise
and execute. The programme it
highly intelligent and will sen:
copies of itself to everyone whos
e-mail address is contained in tk
e-mail directory. It will then pr
ceed to trash the computer it
running on.
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